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TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

INTRODUCTION

Once again, on revie-
wing the year 2000,we have
to make reference to, and

denounce, the vidaion of the
most basic human rights of
dozens of Basgues in the Spanish
Sae. Agan we ae odiged
reveal police brutality, and
impunity in the practise of tor-

ture and abuse, by the police and
security forces in detention cen-

tres in the Basgue Country.

The pages of this report
bring us doser to concrete per-
sonel cases, inwhichitisrevea-
led how homes were tom apart
and the unbearable condiions
that the vicims were subjected
to. Far from being eradicated
from police practise it continues
tobeaninstumentthatissyste-
matically implemented. In addi-
fion, as a sk joke they ty ©
sl an image 1o socety, fom
instiutions, thet ts type of
vidence against Basque diizens
doesnt exist. They daim that
there are suficent methods of
conrd o avod the pracice of
torture.

We have placed ourselves
in that world where basic rights
are denied and vidated and have
brought their experiences to
igt Thet is, the expressions of

vidence that 76 Basgue diizens
have endured over the year
2000. Many other testimonies
are absent, those of pegple who
preferred to remain slent due to

the rauma and fear that has been
ket as permanent scars due to
that tenifying experience. The
ments of what was reported o
TAT by the victims. We have left
out commentaries in order to
make it easier to analyse.
Reference is made, where appro-
priate, to the judicial complaints

thet have been fled and o therr
progress. Some complaints will
be made in the near future.

e

Without any doubt the
fonsafdaingfdorinte
systematic application of tortLire
and abuse of those amested for
poliical reasons. The fadt thet
the High Court (Audiencia
Nacional) deals with all such
casesisanatherfactor, aswelas
the ladk of control, investigation
and punishment of torturers.

The existence and
cation of anti-terrorist
legislation on Basque detainees
is the heart of the problem. Bath
intemal Spanish State and inter -

appli-



protect the minimum rights of
thedelainee.

Article 17, paragraph 3
of the 1978 Constitution and
Article 520 paragraph 2 of
Criminal Justice Law, guarante-
esterightdithe deanee b be
informed without delay of the
reason for his detenion and the
whethesaocoused df tasosa-
tes the defainee hes the gt ©
remainsientandnotmake asa-
tement, the nght © inform a
thid party of his dhoce of the
fact of arest The defainee ako
hasthe rightto choose the lavwer
whowlonhisbehaffinalpoi-
ceand udical deaings.

In inematonal legsia-
ton, Afde 9 o te
Intemational Pact on CM and
Poitical Rights, paragraphs 2
and 3 guarantees that every per-
son detained wil be informed,
without delay, of the reason for
detenion and the accusation that
is being made. It also Sipukates
thet the detainee be brought as
quickly aspossible beforea Judge
or other authorised functionary
to begin Judical proceedings.
Avrticle 10, paragraph 1 demands
that every person deprived of
their lberty be treated huma-
nely and with respect to the
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inherent dignity of man. Artide

5.2 of the European Convention
for the Protection of Human
Rights establishes thet the detai-

nee has the right o know, in the

son for his detenion and the
accusations being made against
him. Artide 5.3 establishes that

the detainee be taken without
delay before a Judge. Avice 6 of

the European Convention esta-
blishes minimum rights for the
person accused of having commi-
tted a cime; amongst these are
presumption of innocence, the
right to know the charge thet is
being made and the right © a
defernce.

Also on an intemational
level, rule 92 of the minimum
standards for the treatment of
prisoners guarantees the imme-
diate communication ofthe amest
othefamiyinquestion.

However, all these decre-
esaremadenulandvodwiththe
application of arides of Spanish
Criminal Law. Articles 529-527
of the aforementioned law consi-
derably limits the previously
mentioned rights in cases of
"people involved in or related to
armed groups or individual
terrorists or rebels". Among



otherthings they posses the pos-
shilty o inorease the period of
detention, imited o 72 hours,

by another 48 hours. Also, witha
Judge’s authorisation, the detai-

nee can be held incommunicado
'no contact with anybody outside
the police station, natevenwitha
lawer”. Thus they lose therr
right inform their family of

their amest and whereabouts,
nor can they freely choose their
omn lawyer. The police forces
receive the pemission to had a
detainee incommunicado by the
simple procedure of requesting it
from a Judge, within a period of

24 hours.

Thus the application of
these laws are contradiction with
intemational precepts.
Intemational  artides ke
Aride 26 of the Intemational
PactonCiviand Poliical Rights,
and Artide 14 of the European
Convention, dedare thet al are
equal before the law. Therefore o
differentiate between a person
involved in, or related to, ammed
organisations, individual tero-
rssorrebesandthe restafthe
population contradicts  intema-
tional precepis. In addiion these
differentiatory and discrimina-
tory rules are applied to an
important sector of the Basque
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population, who because of their
ideas are bradketed in this cate-
gory by the State Securty
Forces, and consequently are
dealt with under anti-tenorist
legisiation. This is supported and
authorised by the Law, Judgesand
Couts.

The adopting by the High
Court of competencies with rela-
ion to opening proceedings
is another fundamental reason

forthe exisience of torture,
It must be remembered

thet ths Cout in isef dashes

with Article 24, paragraph 4 of
the Spanish Constitution, in
whichtherightofaltoan od-

nary tial according o the law is
bddown Alhaetenghtioa
public process delays and with
oM rights respected, aswel as

the presumption of innocence.

son hes the right © be tiied by
ordinary Courts of Justice in
accordance with legal established
procedures. It should therefore
be the nomal Judge, from the
place where the crime was com-
mitted, that should have compe-



enoyinthecase.

On the other hand, it
should be noted that the magis-
trates that make up that Court
repeatedly ignore the complaints
made about torture and abuse. In
spie of the evidence they acoept
that "physical and psychalogical
condiions are appropriate for
making a statement’ that are
delivered to them by High Court
doctors in their reports before
the tia begins. But what is
never produced is a ful invest-
gation into what has happened in
custody during the incommunica-
doperiod Thsnspiedfhefact
that there is ample evidence,
when the detainee makes a state-
ment, thet his condiion is the
resut of having been tortured
oerfvedays.

Judgesrejectthe requestsforthe
applicaion of "habeas compus’
(measures that are requested, in

a period of not more than 24
hours from the tme of arrest,
when an arest has been made
using violence orwhenthereisa

fear thet the detainee s being
mistreated) that are made by
defence lawyers.

The Judges show no con-

cem n veiying if the poice
Statements were received using
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torture or not. Onmany occasions
and faced with the evidence that
detainees were not capable of
making statement due to their
physical or psychological condi-
tion, as a consequence of being
held incommunicado, the Judges
have opted for preventative
imprisonment of the detainee,
delaying the court appearance
unti the detainee has recovered.

They accept selfincri-
minating statements that have
been dragged out of detainees in
poice cusiody. This |5 against
Article 15 of the Convention
against Torture and other, cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment
which establishes that no deda-
ration can be acoepted as eviden-
cehatidagarstaparsonii
is shown that this has been
acheved asaresutoftoture o
other cruel, inhuman or degra-
ding reatment

Itis, honever, diicuio
show that someone has been sub-
jected to abuse or tortLrre, given
that intemogators have perfected
techniquesandthat oftenthetor-
ire is psychalogical. In addiion
the detainee has been heldincom-
municado. There have been cases
where it was abundantly clear
that the detainee had been tortu-



red and the siting Judige accepted
the poice satement The judge
merely interrogated the detainee
once again and then imprisoned
him based on the statement that
had been made o the police.
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Another procedure that is
being used frequently recently by
the magistrates in the High Court
isimposing the detainees to make
adedarationwithoutthe presen-
ce ofalawyer of confidence. This
reduces even further the few







TESTIMONIES
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Lopez Bidaguren, lzaro

Age 25 years From the time of de
5 tion, as she was
Sex intoduced into the pol
Dateofarrest | [eEY{ciVIele]e] cartobetransferredtoth
Place of arrest [EHEE) staon, they began w

the beating and thre
One policeman told
sellle=rsielel2 ] [National Police that he himself w
violent but that the
were; that he was
Situation Prison bridge between her and th
other police agents, that
was better for her to

to him than with the other policemen. At that moment anothe

agent entered and angrily punched her. Each time the policeman

her a question and Izaro answered that she didn’t know the answ

slapped her in the face. Later three other police officers ente

while one of them hit her in the face another hit her in the

behind and ancther continuously shouted in her ear. Interrogatio

the absence of a lawyer were constant and during which time

and beatings to the head and face were const

They also threatened her with the application of various torture

hods "the bag, picana, electrodes..." that she wouldn't be able

the picana and would throw herself ought the window, that she

the first person to do so and that they would get

Meanwhile the questions and beatings continue

One policeman grabbed her by the muscle that goes from the

the neck and this caused her enormous pain. They opened the

and began to shout at her that the best thing she could do

herself from it. They told her that if she wasn't going to c

she was going to pass to a second level, a second level of to

she wouldn't endure.

1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado

Prosecutor JCI n°4 A.Nacional

Complaint filed




Age

Sex
Date of arrest
Place of arrest

Type of arrest

Police body

Prosecutor
Situation

Complaint

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

22 years

M

03/01/2000

Basauri

Incommunicado

National Police

JCIn° 4 A.Nacional

Prison

filed

At the time of arres
was hit in the head
policeman, another poli
ceman said to him
here, later in the station
The punches began in

|car as they were driving
lthe station. One policema

held his head against
seat with his boot, w
the other occupants of
car punched and
him.

Once they reached the station he was dragged from the car by th
thrown to the ground and they began to beat him from all

In the illegal interrogations that he was subjected to, two po

held his wrists and forearms while another kicked him in th
cles. At another time he was laid on a table with the rest o
hanging off and one punched him in the testicles whilst
pulled his hair. The insults, threats and pressure were cons

When they took him to carry out a search of his house they
for an hour in the car with his head between his legs, with t

and heat at full blast, sometimes hot and sometimes cold. Mean
the police agents remained outside the car, banging it and movi
On the journey to Madrid one of the police officers forced him

at him. He had a machine gun in his hands and was imitatin

fire. He said "if you act the fool" you know what you

Urretabizkaia Sauquillo, Jon

b
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Uriarte Iturriaga, Julen

Age 29 years At the time of arest
whilst they were transfe-

Sex M . .
mng him to the po
T L
Place of arrest |EIRER) beating, puchestothe ace,
- head and testices. On
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado inside the stafon th
Police body National Police bgegan kicking him and tol
oo 4 A Nacional him to prepare himself for
the worst. He was pass
prison from one policeman
Complaint Tiled another where he
repeatedly threatene

shaken and beaten. Shouts were heard coming from coming from
nearby rooms. Later he would find out that the shouts were from t
arrested with him.

He was interrogated in the absence of a lawyer on more than one o
sion. During these interrogations they made constant threats aga
him and his girifiend. They said that they were going to arre
and leave their daughter alone, that they were going to arrest som
his family and they were going to destroy the bar that belongs
family, that he was going to rot in prison and he was going to b
infected with AIDS in prison. They told him that they already ha
electrodes ready, another officer said he was going to put on the
com and beat him stupid... they asked him to collaborate with
which he refused.

On being transferred to Madrid the policeman sitting beside him p
vented him sleeping by continuously elbowing.

He suffered a neck contracture due to being made stand for hours
his head bent.

He made a complaint to the judge of having endured pressure, inti

dation and beatings.



[ ]

Date of arrest
Place of arrest

Type of arrest

Police body

Prosecutor
Situation

Complaint
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Merino Bilbao, Guillermo

28 years

Atthetimedfaresthedd

M

not offer his name and

surnames and was thrown

03-01-2000

Basauri

Incommunicado

National Police

tothe ground and kicked in
theheadfornat dongso.
Once he entered the police

:sxammeybeganbeal'ng
and threatening him 'if

JCIn° 4 A.Nacional

prison

filed

youmove [l butcheryou'
and started kicking him in
thehead

In the interrogations,
which took place in the

absence of alawyer, 4 or 5 policemen beat him, Slapping him in the
head and face, shoving him. One officer threw him to the ground, ope-
ned his legs and anather oficer kicked himin the tesidees.
Before being transferred to Madiid he was kept in the car with his
head between his legs for an hour and a half.
The threats were constant; they let him hear how to use the "machi-
ne" (in reference to electrodes), making him believe that they were
goingto use them. Atanather time they removed his trousers and pants
and a paiceman touched his testides asking him ifit hurt or if they

usually hurt him.
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lzpura, Mikel

Age 32 years Complains to the judge
having been abused a

Sex M torured during his im

DrEiisieli=lgg=se | |16-01-2000 in the police station.

Place ofarrest | [V

1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado

Police body Handed to N. Police

Prosecutor JCIn° 6 A.Nacional

Situation prison

Complaint filed
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32 years Is detained in Mexico and
Sex M handeldi?éertotf_]es_panm
police in the Bargjas air-
Date ofarrest | FEeiElelele] portof Madiid.
Placeiofiarrest | E3E Interrogated constantly in
= the absence of a lawyer
\/elsieiclgd=se | [Incommunicado dring which he is &

eI =0561e02 ] [Handed to N. Police | sand against the wel
and they punch, ebow and

Prosecutor JCIn°6 A.Nacional

saphim. Inaimostalthe
Situation prison interogations there are
Complaint filed ?]/\D poice oficers with
im.

Heenduredthreats sothathewould agree tomake astatementthatthey
wanted. They made him strip, put him against the wall and put his
socks around his eyes. They tied his hands and twisted his testides.

"He wont have kids', they said amongst themselves. One spat on the
ground and later made him lie face- down on it with his legs apart,
another placed his foat on his testides and pressed in order thet he
would fee! totaly humiiated. \When he was taken to a cel one officer

put his fingers to his head, imitating a. gun, and shouted "bangoang’.

The time in the cell was horible, permanently waiting the ime when
they would come to take him for ancther interrogation, always expec-

Larrea Elorriaga, Josu Gotzon
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Age
Sexe
Date or arrest
Place or arrest
Type of arrest
Police body
Prosecutor
Situation

Complaint
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M

17-01-2000

Mexico

Incommunicado

Handed to N. Police

JCIn°6 A.Nacional

prison

filed

Arrieta LLopis, Mikel

Is detained in Mexico and
handed over in Barajas
aiport to the Spanish
police. Immediately the
threats begin and they
sated to0 induce fear,

|"Mikel, mate, you escaped
before but now you are

here, relax we have days
pEK:

The threats were constant
duingtheilegalinterro-
gations o which he was

subjected. "You know how this s, ifyou colaborate nothing wil hap-

pen but if you dontwel butcher you, as you insist on not making a
statement you are obliging us o bring you down to the mine, youll

tak or wel take your gifiend and wel see how you tak, you're

done, youwantiobethelastmohicanwhenalyouareisasht..”. The

police shouted at him, beat him around the head and ears producing
severe pain. He was subjected to threats and psychological pressure.
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Otxoa de Eribe Landa, Jose Angel

Age Was subjected to constant
Sex v threats to his famiy and
was beaten during th
Priisierizldise | [17-01-2000 intenogations.

Place ofarrest | Y=

1h/elsielizlddzse | [ Incommunicado

Police body Handed to N. Police

Prosecutor JCIn° 6 A.Nacional

Situation prison

Complaint filed
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Gastesi, Garikoitz

Age 19 years Once in the car taking him
0 the sation the beating
Sex M began. Punches o the head
BrEiizieli=iggese | 112-04-2000 with the driver elbowing
HECSSIETTES ] [Orereta him in the head as he

drove. Threats and insults
were continuous. They

1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado

=lollle= sleieh 2 | [National Police kept hm in te car for
= : longer than was necessary
Prosecutor JCIn° 6 A.Nacional Kinaal S
Situation prison siaon and toid him that
Complaint | they were taking him to
the mountain.

Onceatthe station, hewas flung inthe doorwith the handeuffs sl on

and thrown tothe ground. They puta chair on him, one satonthe chair
and the others (maybe six or seven) began to kick him, they put
rubbish bag over his head and the bin on top of that and continued t
beat him around the body and interrogating him.

Inone ofthe interogations he was placed in a chairwith his head bent
dosetothetable, eachiimehedidntansweraquestontotheiriiing,

a policeman standing behind him smacked his head against the table. A
woman police officer slapped him from behind.

One of the dfficers threatened that when they amived in Madrid they
were going to insert a baton into his anus, another said that the
wouldntwait until they got there. Then they grabbed him by the neck
and insuling and threatening him they lifted him from the floor cau-
sihgagreat dedl of pain

During the transfer, and when they anived in Madrid, the beating,
insults, humiiation and threats continued.



Age

Sex
Date of arrest
Place of arrest

Type of arrest

Police body

Prosecutor
Situation

Complaint

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Urbieta Huizi, Gorka

19 years

M

12-04-2000

Orereta

Incommunicado

National Police

JCIn° 6 A.Nacional

prison

He was subjected to conti-
nuous threats during the
interrogations, which
were caried out without
the presence of a lawyer.
He is tod tht his fiends

lare  making statements
| against him, and thet if he

didnt talk they were going
to break an ashtray over
his head, that he was going

filed

o prison and that there,
they were going o to take

him from behind...during this one officer was shoving his elbow into

his badk

In other intemogations he was made sguat against the wall. They
encouraged him to collaborate with them.
In order to transfer him to Madrid they had to drag him out, unhand-
cuffed, becavise he was energy-ess. Once there, he thinks he had four
long interrogations, each lasting a number of hours, and other shor-

terones.

During one of the ilegal intermogations he suffered an anxiety attack.
Shocdked by this the police took him 1o first aid and then on to emer-

geNnGes.

His three days without communication with the outside world were

spentaying.

L
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Age 20 years In the transfer from
house to the police stati

him that from then on
wasnt going to raise
head, they kicked him and punched him in the head. All the ti

insulted him "we have another son of a bitc

They constantly shouted at him during the illegal interrogations,

hit him and threatened that he was going to receive a beating, tha

were going to introduce a baton into his anus, that he’d never be

because his friends initially were reluctant to talk but in the en

told everything, that he was going to prison. He heard scream

adjoining rooms. They sat him down on a chair with his head ben

atable; ifthey didn'tlike his answers or he didn'tanswer suffic

quickly they banged his head against the table. Although he re

almost the whole time seated he was forced on some occasions t

facing the wall.

The four-hour transfer to Madrid he did with his head bet

legs, they didn't let him support himself against anything, nor

Once there each day was the same, interrogations in which the t

and blows were continuous.

When he was taken to the cell they didn't let him sleep and th

ged the door consistently or opened the hatch and shouted until he

.

Complaint filed

Sex M
the threats began "you a
042000 Jweg o v atsuny
Placeicharrestl | P IEEE youre going to see...” The
- brought him into the st
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado on in a pretty
Police body National Police manner. As the pa
: along a corridor they con
o
JCIn®6 A.Nacional tinuously shouted at himt
prison look at the floor and
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Age 18 years On leaving the house
Sex M gnten'ng the car the be
ting began to the
PrEiicieljeidacin | (12-04-2000 saying that without
Place of arrest |EH[E) parents  he  wasn't

brave, they threate
ithat they were going
R8s a ] [National Police lbring him to the m
ains to tak there.
dragged him out of the
Situation prison when they reached the sta-
Complaint Tiled tion and put him in aroo
There they threw
against a wardrobe among constant threats and beatin

The interrogations were all carried out without the presence of a

yer. Anytime he replied that he didn't know the answer to a

they beat him up. The threats were constant "we are going to kill

He could blows and shouts from adjoining rooms and said the ch

talk was his, but they were going to pull out his tongue, to i

the pole of a sweeping brush into his anus, that in prison a g

king lad like him would be forced to have anal sex..." While

passed in the interrogations the police got more nervous and the

became increasingly more continuous.

En route to Madrid he was handcuffed, with his head bent betw

legs and denied sleep. Any time sleep overtook him they

elbows to wake him up. The policeman beside him told him th
collaborated they would take off the handcuffs. Meanwhile the o

in front continued to beat him

Once in Madrid one of the officers opened his shirt and took out

tal so that he could see it, later he put it into his trousers.

rrogationswere carried outwith the detainee standing againstthe

for hours untl he couldn't stand any longer. Threats a

family were continuous "by collaborating you are saving the futu

your brother and your own; your mother wouldn't be able to tak

she has been recently operated..."

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado

Prosecutor JCIn° 6 A.Nacional

Gurrutxaga, Oroitz
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Lujanbio, Mikel

ge 19 years They continuously told him
Sex M duingthe degalinterro-
gaionsthathewasgongo
BrEli=leii=lpi=s | [12-04-2000 beimprisonedfor Syears,
SEG e - -5 [Orereta tetalthe oherdelainees

e
>
d

- are implicated n ads of
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado sabotage. They threatened
eIe=eee)2 | [National Police o put him inb the beth,

appy the elecrodes et
They smacked his head
Situation prison against the wall on more
Complaint | IEE. thenanecocasion. Theones
hiting him were always
female officers while the men constantly threatened him and caused

him a greatamount of fear.

Theyimpeded hisintenis on Seepwhenhewas inthe cel.

They made him leam the police statement by heart and a policeman

fod hm thatwhen he repeaied tin cout he had b say tke itwes

thefistime. Theytdd him thet they hed to agree o the paice Sia-

terment in court or things would getworse and he would receive worse
torture and pressure. In court he agreed to the police Statement for

fear of reprisals. Later he changed his judicial statement

Prosecutor JCI n°6 A.Nacional
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Ostolaza, Mikel

Age 18 years The insults began imm
Sex M diately on dgtention "‘Wha
are you doing you sons
Driis )i cignssin | (17-04-2000 bitches, you are shits, how
SEWE e ieges | [Hernani are you helping the Basqu
> Country.." and then th
1N/ elseiicidiesis | [Incommunicado noticed they had a pistol
Police body Ertzaintza their heads. They did

identify themselves at an
- - - time but he knew
Situation prison were ertzainas  becau

Complaint Tiled they spoke some euske
(Basque language).
In the station he was forced to strip and stand facing a wall,

them not to turn around and not to look at them in the face, even

they were hooded.

He was interrogated on a number of occasions without the presen

a lawyer and the questions were non-stop. Constant too
insults and threats "you are going to get a shitty sentence, if

who was with you, you can share it amongst you all, but if y

say anything you are going to face the full six years yourself".

are times which he can’t remember fully and others he is haz

He made two police statements, agreeing to what the ertzainas told

Dsay.

They didn't give him the clothes that his parents brought to t

tion for him, nor did they let him clean himself up before

Madrid. They journey was terrible because he was kept handcuffed

his head was kept bend between his legs. He complained about the
atment received to the judge and although it wasn't very tough

hough he did receive some blows) he said he was physically e

53]

Prosecutor JCIn° 1 A.Nacional
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Age
Sex
Date of arrest
Place of arrest
Type of arrest
Police body
Prosecutor
Situation

Complaint

Velez, Karlos

16 years

M

19-04-2000

Hernani

Incommunicado

Ertzaintza

JCI n° 1 A.Nacional

prison

Suffered  ilegal interr
gations, during these
was  psychologically
under a lot of pressu
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Imaz, Gorka

Age 21 years When they arrested
they asked him wh
Sex M
hadn't been at home w
Date of arrest 19-04-2000 they went |00king for
FEG - 50| [Hernani the first time. They i

gally interrogated him
more than one occa
Police body Ertzaintza During these interrog
tions he endured th
like "if you look
Situation prison youll find out w
Complaint happen, there’s still thre
more days; you are going
say what | want you to say; you my friend, are having a

you want to spend it like him?". He also suffered fierce p

that he would say what they wanted him to "if you go to the

good manners you will go free, later we'll give you a

someday...". The repeated the same things over and over and in

he started to believe what they told him. He said that they ps

cally play with the detainee. He was punched once during an

gdin

They didn't let him rest when he was in his cell and went

to his cell. They didn’t give him any dinner for two days, ac

the ertzaina because he "responds the way they wanted him

When he made a judicial statement he complained about the

he had been subjected to

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado

Prosecutor JCIn° 1 A.Nacional
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Solano Salaberria, Jokin

Complaint | (iEE destioy you, we have you

20 years From the time he was pu
in the car o be transfe
Sex M med to the staton th
— threats were constant
Place of arrest |[CRHANE) moment on I'm going to do
- with you whatever the hell
1N/ elsieliclgg=sie | [Incommunicado Iwant and when you talk to
= - me or my partner you are
Police body Ertzaintza going fo refer to us as Sir
JCIn° 1 A.Nacional you are a sht, a son of
bitch, youre not worth
ayvg. v s oy o

if you don' talk you are going to have a really bad time, you are go

to be with me for many days and | swear on my mother you are go
to have aterble time...". They said that his sister and her boyfrie

were also arrested, and that his sister was going to have a tough tm
They gave him some details and said that if he wanted to avoid it all

had to make a statement saying exactly as they said

At the start they gave him a few blows to the head, in the tem
threw him against the wall. He was repeatedly dragged from one pla
to another, and managed to rip his jumper in the process

He endured a number of interrogations, all of them without the pr
sence of a lawyer, but he couldnt say how many. He thought tha
may have been four or five a day and during all of those they made h
stand facing the wall in a comer. The insults and threats were cont
nuous and they repeatedly tried to humiliate him "from here twen
yearsinside andwhen you getouttheyll puta poster up foryouint

town". They shouted at him and threw him against the wall saying th
theywere going to arresthis girtfriend because they were certaintha

she would tell everything he had done, and then said "What, after fu

king you don' say anything to her or what?". During the interrog
tions they tried to mix him up saying something and then saying t
that was what he had said to them, till they reached a point where
didnt know what he had said or not.

He complained to the doctor about the treatment he received and wh
the ertzainas retumed to interogate him they threatened "Wwhat
you think you're doing opening your mouth, best that you shut it
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Karrera, Eduardo

20 years He was taken to the staion
of Oartzun king on the
Sex M
ground of the van, the
D el clgn=sin | [27-04-2000 joumey lasted an hour or
SEW= eiii=s1 | [Hernani anhourand ahelf.

Once in the sttion he
endured continuous inte-

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado

Police body Ertzaintza rmogationwithoutthe pre-
> = sence of a lawyer, during
Prosecutor JCIn° 1 A.Nacional which he was forced 1o
Situation Freed stand against the wal,
il
back and his head bent,
unable to see hisinterrogators. They pressurised him psychologically
during these intemogations, they insulted and threatened saying that

he was going to Salto del Negro prison, because its is the worst pri-

son for 15 or 20 years. They said they were going to beat him and he
was going to suffer. They threatened him about his family, girfiend
—saying they were going to arest her too. The interrogations tire you
outand the questions are constart, time and ime again the same ques-
place both day and night without leaving ime to rest between one and
theater.

Whie he was in the cell they had the lights on constantly. They went

on more than one occasion to disturb him; they banged on the door and
told him to stand against the wal with his hands behind his back and
his head bent.

They made him leam by heart the police statement, and when he had
his court appearance he ratified it, thinking that everything would go
alright and he wouid be freed as the extzainas had said.



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Velez, Xabier

g 18 years He was subjected to man
llegal interrogations wit-
M
Sex houtthe presence of alaw-
BEN=Neiizlga=sis | |17-05-2000 yer, during which he wa

Placeiofiarrest IBEERl forced toface the wall with

>

D
=
H

- his hands behind his bac
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado and his head bent. Durin
Police body Ertzaintza these the  shouts

knocks against the wa
were constant in order t
Situation Freed inimidate him. Later they
Complaint caimed a bt ,
He was tod that ff
ertzaina knocked on the door or opened the hatch of he cell, he h

stand up and put his hands behind his back. Thus he couldnt

because as he drifted to sleep they would come to wake him up

lights in the cell were on full blast "for security reasons

They put him under pressure by mentioning his family, above all

brother and shoved him against the wall. They shouted at him con

nuously to intimidate him.

The joumey to Madrid was spent in a form of cage in the police

The cage was so small that he couldnt raise his head. There

camera in each so if he lited his head they knew and would

threatening.

Prosecutor JCI n° 1 A.Nacional
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Gurrutxaga Rafael, | aki

H .

ge 17 years As soon as the joumey
the station began so did th
Sex M
shoutsandthreats, "thisis
PEiisiorizldissis | (27-04-2000 ke King you, O leav
FEEG T =5 ] [Hernani your parents like tha
: this is nathing, youl se
1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado when we reach the station
Police body Ertzaintza I'm nice but wait until you

see my fiend.." He spen
the whole jouney hand
Situation prison cuffed behind his back an
Complaint filed with his head bent between

his legs. When they rea
ched the station he was left in the car for more than an hour wi
being able to move. If he moved the erzainas outside the car

shouting at him. During the interrogations that he endured (could
about six) he had to stand with facing the wall with his head
Threats were continuous "you are trying my patience, my frien
going to come soon..", as well as psychological pressure so th
would agree to what they were teling him. He was hit a few tim

the head and back and shoved against the wall on numerous occasi
During one interrogation he was seated facing the wall and for ev
answer that they didn't like they kicked the chair against the wa

He was extremely hot and sweaty during he interrogations and w
they took him to the cell he got cold because it was extremel
there. Whilst there they paid him a number of visits to disturb

from rest. They forced him to stand facing the wall with hand be

his back and head bent. They had the light permanently switched on
tecd

He had to leam the police statement making him say it on a numbe
occasions. After doing so and agreeing that he would say what
wanted the treatment gotalitle better. He confimed the judicial st

tement because he believed what the ertzainas had said and that i
played along he would be released.

Zuloaga Larrea, Ahiletz

Prosecutor JCIn° 1 A.Nacional
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Zuloaga Larrea, Ahiletz

22 years The whole journey to t
station was done with h
X M head bent. When he re

> ._.. il
QR
@

=

N}

FENe - =58 [Hernani Oiarzun he was forced
- remain in the car with h
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado head bent between his leg
policebody IEE N L) and then he was taken
they reached there
prison erzainas made a passage-
Complaint Tiled way for him whlch_ he h
to pass aong with th

insuling him. They took him to a cell and said when somebody
ked on the door he had to stand with his hands behind his back
the wall with his head bent. There was always two ertzainas with
and he couldn't see them because they had hoods on and when he |
at them they hit him across the hea

He had to face the wall for the duration of the interogations,
behind his back and head bent, and legs half bent. The thr
humiliation were constant as were insults like "you are a shit, we
going to bring your girtfriend here and let her see howyou are cry
your mother is going to have to become a prostitute to be able to
you, you're a sick shit, | don't want to look at you because | jus

to gve you a beating ..". During one interrogation he began
faint and when he told the ertzaina they told him that they didn't

that there was a doctor there "but don't faint like a que

They didn't let him sleep at night, banging the door and forcing h
stand up and face the wall. A situation in which it is impos
sleep. One night they began to shout "you are fucking good for not

if you fall asleep again Il wake you with a beating...". They gav

tuna omelette rolls to eat although he told them on numerous occas
that he was allergic to tuna.

When he appeared in court the State appointed lawyer for his de
asked that he be imprisoned.
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Gorrotxategi, Imanol

Age 17 years Outside his house he

Sex M his hands tied with aro
When he was putin the ¢

PEiisiorizldissis | (27-04-2000 to be taken to the st
SEE e - -5 o [Hernani they put his jumper o

- his head and started threa

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado tening him, "if you r
Police body Ertzaintza your head youll e

torch". He was tied for
duration of the jour
Situation freed and forced to keep his he
Complaint filed bent between his legs.
The interrogations we
carried out without the presence of a lawyer and had to remai

ding facing the wall with his head bent. When he answer

guestion they put him under psychological pressure "you will gr

like men because you're going to prison, you're not going to s

parents again, if you don't tell the truth you're going to take

for all of these (they took a list of sabotages that had taken p

They hit him now and again

They interrupted any attempt at sleep by banging the cell

forcing him to stand against the wall. In the cell the light was

nently on and sometimes they increased the intensity which was

trolled from the outside.

When appeared in court his State appointed lawyer agreed

prosecution that he should be imprisone

Prosecutor JCIn° 1 A.Nacional
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Villar, Jon Ander

ge 17 years He was forced to bend h

> =
:Z
H

= Vi _headforiheduralionofthe.
joumey to the statio
DEIelfzlga=e | [27-04-2000 Head bent and hands hand-
S e [Hernani cuffed behind his back. The
- threats began  and
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado ezaina. said that i
Police body Ertzaintza raised his head he w

going to eat a torch. On

he amved o the Staio

Situation prison they let hm in the c

Complaint filed without letting him mov
forawhie.

Prosecutor JCI n° 1 A.Nacional

i

He had many interrogations but couldn't be specific as to the amou
He was forced to stand for these with his hands behind his back and
head bent. He endured severe psychological pressure as they con
nuously shouted at him and threw him against the wall. They
extremely violent. They managed to inimidate him and he said in
station exactly what they wanted. A police statementwas made and th
made him repeat it on several occasions. After making the statem
they wanted the treatment lightened somewhat.

When he went to make a judicial statement he was extremely tired a
only wished that all of it would end. The Judge asked him if he w
agreementwith the police statement and as he has difficulties expre

sing himself in Spanish he said that he didn't understand what he
being asked. The judge’s reply was "if you don't understand...”. He
nervous and as he didn't understand what he had to say he decid
take the ertzainas advice. When the Judge said "prison” the
appoainted lawyer said "l agree". Then the Judge asked him how he
been treated he replied "not very well as | received threats and
under pressure”.

He cannot remember the whole period that he spent in the statio
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Miner Canflanca, | aki
20 years Inhishousewhenhismot-
her went o gve him a
S M
= kiss, they pushed him
- near him.
1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado Oncenthe carthe thresis
Police body Ertzaintza began and they forced his
- - head between his legs,
T T ARG ot T e
e e
going to miss me, you are
going o Saito del Negro prison. Do you think your farmily wil be able
o vistyou? We are going to gve you a beating you wont forget..”,
they threatened.

He wes obiged o cany ot flegal interrogation, foroed © siand
againstthewal, head bentand hands behind his back They gave blows
tothehead, backandneck They continuouslyinsuited him, teling him
thet he wasntnomal, that he was the most stupid of all. Any time he:
said" | dontknow o aquestion they punched him.

\When he said inthe station that he wasnt going to miake the Statement
they wanted him to make in the station they became very rough.

The joumey to Madrid was done in a van with very small cages onthe
inside where detainees are placed. They endure the joumey with the
head bentandifthey raise their heads the extzainas bang their batons
onthe cage. Inthe High Courtwhen he said o the judge the treatment
he was subjected to (threats, pressure) he said to him "ook IV,
Miner | don't believe anything you have told me". The State appointed
lawyer said he was in agreement with the request for imprisonment
made by the prosecution.



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

_ 23 years Just after being put in the
M car to be brought to the
station the pressure began
7072000 uret s you o,
et it
- disgust in her face at
Incommunicado yo". Hs mobher i
Ertzaintza widowed and they conti-
Tiled The interrogations were
continuous and he was

=

insulted, shouted at, threatened and put under fierce psychological

38 pressure during these to say what they wanted him to say. During one
interrogation they told him that "he was going to receve it up hi

anus". They took him to another room took his trousers and pants down
and made him get down on all fours and an ertzaina placed himsel
behind him. Then the ertzaina said "not today because | dont have
condom or Vaseline".

He was made do press-ups during the interrogations and when h
broke down they made him start again. This continued until he wa
absolutely exhausted.

The joumey to Madrid took place in a van with types of boxes. He di
the whole joumey with his head been and if he raised his head the
banged their batons.

He complained to the judge abouit the pressure and psychological tor-
ture that he had endured.
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Gasamanes, Jon

Age 21 years They handcuffed him
EE M home _ and _ while
downstairs he received t
Date of arrest 27-04-2000 first blow. They banged
FEERIE o [Hernani head against the wall

began threatening him "'n
to make a big deal
Police body Ertzaintza straight to the car o
smash your head
here, you son of a
Situation prison and when my coll
Complaint filed ask you a questio
reply should be yes Sir

In the station the beating and threats continued "well Jo

what is expected of you, it depends on you whether you ha

bad time here". "You know why you are here?". His reply

no, | haven't done anything, and | don't have to be here

immediately punched by an ertzain

He had many interrogations without the presence of a lawye

threats continued during these "everybody has mentioned you

so you can’'t deny it Jon, we have a long time to be together

going to receive a tough one because everybody has ratted

should remember that your girlfriend is waiting on you. You

to take the rap for so many things, you are going to be bla

this one too, were you here? No, well you're going to ta

anyway". They said they were going to take him to his m

her how badly he behaved, they also asked about his girlfriend

she was going to be arrested too, and that he wouldn't

that he was going to prison... They said to him that in

they had the electrodes "take this rap or you're not

They travelled to Madrid in a van which was divided into

partments, like cages, and they had cameras so that if you r

head the ertzainas would know and would go and threaten him

made a judicial statement, the State appointed lawyer said

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado

Prosecutor JCIn° 1 A.Nacional
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Age 20 years When they left the ho

Vi they pushed him aroupd

Sex bit and began threatenin
BEN=Nelizlga=sin | [27-04-2000 him "you are going to ta

SEREG =] [Hernani a fight —of  misery

- When he entered the
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado they smacked his h
Police body Ertzaintza against the side of the ¢

and told him to keep
head down. The ertza
Situation prison that was traveling besid
with his baton.

The threats continued when he reached the station: “playing hard
o) going to tell me what you have done, if you don't tell me now yo

made do so later one way or another, come on, | want you to

easy way, Unai, you're fucked". All the time giving him a few pun

Then they took him to his cell and made him strip, took some

slagged him, told him to get dressed and that the interrogations

begin the next day.

All the interrogations (perhaps seven or so) were carried out

hout the presence of a lawyer, they asked him many questions

insulted him, hit him and threatened him. "You arent the first

son that has pissed and shit themselves in this comer and you

be the last, do you hear me? Better that you begin to talk becau

know what we usually do to terrorists, don't you? You wantto fin

what the bag is?" He was made squat down and any time he move

whacked him in the legs. They made him think that his family

care aboutwhat was happening to him, they said they had spokentt

father and he had said this. They said they were going to ar

gitfiend ifhe didntcollaborate...During one ofthe interrogations

began to feel faint but didn't actually lose consciousness. He wa

that if he changed his statement in front of the Judge the

Police were going to hurt him a lot. For fear of reprisals and b

he reached the High Court physically and mentally exhausted he

Prosecutor JCI n° 1 A.Nacional
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Lorenzo Quintela, | aki
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The interrogations without
o v the presence of a lawyer
were constant (six or
ZTOAZ000 s kg o v e
15 o s g
- walwith his head bent. He
1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado couldrtiook atthem, even
Police body Ertzaintza though they were masked.
IIno L A.Nacional | 1oy Smackedthe wal and
the ground with some
ey st s o

Pressure and threats were
consiant. They said that his gil friend had been amested by the
Guardia CM, and they joke about the treatment thet that police body

usualy gives to detainees, and espedaly towomen. They said thet the
treatment she received was in his hands. If he made a statement they
would tel the Guardia Cwvil to immediately bring her before the
courts, but if he didntt the period of ime she spent incommunicado
would be lengthened. The humiiiation, insults and threats were incre-
ased as the interrogation advanced. There were times that he was so
nervous and disturbed that they alowed him to sitduring the interro-
gation. He heard screams from the neighbouring rooms.

He complained o the doctor that he was being subjected to psycholo-
gical pressure and when he made a judicial statement he once again
complained about the treatment he had received. The State appointed
lawyer agreed to the reguest by the prosecution that the detainee be
imprisoned.
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Aranburu, Gotzon

Age 24 years From the moment he w
Sex M hing, shouting and threat
- hands of the Guardia Cvi
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado The whole joumey to t
Police body Ertzaintza station was spent with hi
= = head bent between his leg
Cinv 1 ANacional o hands cuffed behind his
prison back. They placed two jac-
Tiled kets over his head whi
produced a choking sensa-
n

During the interrogations, in the absence of a lawyer, there were 7

8 ertzainas hitting him, pushing him around and constantly thre
ning him. The interrogations were constant and lasted abo
hours. One of them lost control and even managed to injure h
while hitting the wall producing an injury. The tension was unbea

ble. He heard shouts which came from other room

They didnt let him rest at all in the cell, the ertzainas came to

at him and threaten him. He had to stand looking at the wall each
they came to the cell or when they opened the hatch in the
hardly slept in the five days he spent incommuncad

The journey to Madrid was made in a van, that was divided intoan
ber of cells, into which he was shoved. He had to go with his hea
between his legs and handcuffed. It was very tough. On reachi
High Courtand beingleftinthe hands ofthe National Police the ert

nas said to them "here comes the pimp

In the judicial declaration they asked the same questions that ea

the ertzainas had asked, he denied the accusations, but later the
appointed lawyer requested his imprisonment.
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Aira Urruzola, Urtzi

Age 17 years They immediately be

EE M threatening him "you
going to be amazed at

D el clgn=sin | [27-04-2000 awaits you...". He was cu
SEEe e =5 o [Hernani fed with his hands b

his back on being trans
rred to the station and
Police body Ertzaintza to keep his head b
his legs. They gave h
few punches so th
Situation prison would keep his head as
Complaint filed as possble. _

Many illegal interro
tions took place and he was obliged to remain against a

hands behind his back and with his head bent. If he mov

millimetre they punched him. During the interrogation two e

approached him and began shouting at him from both side

to feel faint but they lifted him up and continued with th

tion. The punched him in the head at times. The threats wer

saying that he was going to spend ten years in prison, th

going to make life for his family impossible, that they w

kill him, that if he got out of there they would get him in th

give him a beating, that they were going to arrest his ex

that his mother would have to prostitute herself in order to

visit both (in reference to the fact that his father is also a

constantly calling him "son of a bi

He says that the police declaration was made under pres

confirmed it in Court for fear of reprisals. The State appo

yer said he agreed with the request of imprisonment made by

secution. Until he returned to the cell after making the s

didn't realise the consequence of what had hap

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado

Prosecutor JCIn° 1 A.Nacional
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Alonso, Eneko

21 years Afterleaving his house and
W entering the car the
insutts and  humiliation
BlEii=leii=lag=sie [ |17-05-2000 began. He was cufed and
SEe i -a o [Hernani foroed to puthis head bet-
- ween his legs and keep the
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado postion untithey reached
Police body Ertzaintza thesion

Once at the Saon he
endured continuous  inte-
Situation prison mogations  without the
Complaint | IEE. presence of a lawyer,
during which he was for-
ced o face the wal with his head bent and hands behind his back. He
was insulted, threatened, and pressurised to do as they wanted during
the intemogations.
On one occasion when insults were made about his family he tumed
around and looked at the ertzainas. They called reinforcements and did
a Judo move to immobiise him and banged his head against the wall.
On one occasion an ertzaina spat at him in the face although he wiped
tofimmedately.
When they read him his rights he didn't understand them and asked if
he could read them, they refused saying thet if he didnt understand
thatwas his problem. He had to ask forfood on more than one occasion.
When he was in the cell the ertzainas frequently pretended thet they
weregoingtoenterforcing himtoriseandface thewalwihhishands
behind his back.
He complained about the treatment he had been subjected to a judicial
commission that visited the station. This commission consists of the
night Judge, a secretary and a doctor. Onthe basis ofwhat he dedared
ing tis vist an investigation was opened into the treatment
received.

Prosecutor JCI n° 1 A.Nacional
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Age 18 years He was taken handc
Sex M and w_ith his head be
the station. When he arr
BrEi )i cignssin | [17-05-2000 ved there the threats
SEE e - -5 o [Hernani pressure began.

insults were mainly rela
ted to his famil

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado

Police body Ertzaintza parents. They told him
Prosecutor JCIn° 1 A.Nacional was going to spend 8 ye
in prison.
Situation freed The ilegal intemogatio
Complaint filed which he was subjected

lasted 3-4 hours an
was subjected to constant psychological pressure. He was
spend the entire time standing facing the wall, hands behind

and head bent. He ended up crying and exhausted at the fierce
gation. The ertzaina said that they were going to make

with him and were going to help him. They were using the tacti

police, bad police. In the end he gained confidence in them

would make the statement that they wanted him to

When the doctor came he complained about the pressure he w
put under. He made a statement in accordance with
demands and did so because of the pressure and becau
reprisals.

The transfer to Madrid was made in avan, which was divided in

The journey was made with his head bent and hand
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Age Once arrested sh
Sex

journey  was long.

BrEiizieli=igg=se | |17-05-2000 there she was lef
HECEIETT S ] [Hernani while in the ca
- At the beginning
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado were three ertzainas
Police body Ertzaintza were very angry.
XIno1ANacional  |oaid they - had
arresting another girl
Free they had got mixed up
Complaint Tiled ipterrogations were
m tinuous as were the
ats and the pressure. The insults were repeated again and
46 dumb...". She was with two people who treated her "asiif s
hing". The put pressure on her in relation to her fam
Each time they entered the cell she had to stand agai
light was permanently switched
The second day was tougher for her and she cried th

The journey to Madrid was made in a police van with a
the interior and she had to make the whole journey with

Apaolaza, Iratxe
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Sex

Date of arrest

Place of arrest
Type of arrest
Police body
Prosecutor
Situation

Complaint

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Barrenetxea, Ander

Whenthe ertzainaswentto

M

his house he wasnt at
home, thus the nextday he

17-05-2000

wert © the polce saion

Pol. Station, Oiartzun

with a lawyer, where he
was arrested. He was made

Incommunicado

oakedfhstousarsand

Ertzaintza

pants to make fun of him.

JCIn° 1 A.Nacional

He had a number of inte-
mogations without the

freed

presence of a lawyer,

filed

duing which the shous,
threats about his famiy

and prison were constant. In the first interrogation he was forced to
sandagainstawalinthe comerafaroom, inthe second theylethim
stdownbutagainfacing thewal. Theybegantoshoutathim butlater

they caimed a bit.then shouts and threats again. "do you work, wel
youire going to prison, we knowthatyou have never done anything....
He oouidnt relax and they didntt let him Seep as they persistently

kept up aracket outside the door. Atthough he refused to make apoi-
cestatementtheytook himtothe roomto do so. Whenthey accusedhim
of a temorist aime the State appointed lavwyer said to the ertzaines

that they had to make the accusation concrete. With this the ertzainas
made the lawyer leave the room and after an argument he was allowed

to enter the room again.

The transfer to Madid was made inavan thatwas divided intoanum-
ber of small cels. He had to make the joumey with his head bent

L



Age

ACE
Sex
[ 1
L ]
| Typeofarrest |
L ]
]
L ]
]

Date of arrest
Place of arrest
Type of arrest
Police body
Prosecutor
Situation

Complaint

Tar

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

17 years

Apezetxea, Jokin

The interrogations without

M

17-05-2000

Hernani

Incommunicado

Ertzaintza

JCI n° 1 A.Nacional

freed

filed

the presence of a lawyer
were continuous, as wel
as psychological pressure
and threats of imprison-
ment. They told him that
they were gong o st
hiing him. He had to
remain standing facing the
wall during the intemoga-

tionandthe questionswere
oconsant, as wel as the
threats and lies. He wasnt

allowed look at the ertzainas at any time even though they were mas-

48 ked. They didntactually hithimbut psychalogically they made itvery
tough, the same questions over and over again.
The joumey to Madrid was cartied outinavan, he was seated butkept
on siiding on it. He was made keep his head lowered for the duration.
The ertzainas ignored him for the joumey.



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Aranburu Goikoetxea, Aritz

:Z
H

Age 26 years Complained to the
EE M that he suffered abus
the time of arrest. He
Date of arrest 26-05-2000 dragged 15 metres
Place of arrest |HEnE the ground and suf
> damage to his kne
1N/ elseiicidiesis | [Incommunicado st

Police body French Police

Prosecutor

Situation prison

Complaint




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

i
w
A

Geresta Azurmendi, Ander

Age 21 years Complains to the Judge o
S Vi the abuse recei
Punches to the face. As
BPrEii=ieii=lgdcsie | [26-05-2000 resultofthe blows he had
HENXIEWEE M [France swollen eye when he mad

: his judicial statement, h
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado was also punched in t
Sele=reeis) 2 | [French Police dest

Prosecutor

Situation prison

Complaint




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

=
E%I

| igo, Iker

Age 16 years When making a ju
EE M statement he complai
about having suffered bea
Date of arrest 31-05-2000 tingS, abuse, threats
FECEGI- s ] [Atarrabia ilegal interrogations.

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado
Police body National Police

Prosecutor JCIn° 6 A.Nacional

Situation prison

Complaint




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

'_]%

1 Go i, Sergio
Age 22 years Complained to the
Sex M ab_out the illegal inter
| s

BE-Ne -1 =50 [31-05-2000
Place ofarrest I\ =13z oI F!

1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado

Police body National Police

Prosecutor JCI n°6 A.Nacional

Situation prison

Complaint




Age

Sex
Date of arrest
Place of arrest

Type of arrest

Police body

Prosecutor
Situation

Complaint

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Domezain Artola, Aitor

21 years

At the time of amest

M

policeman put a machin
gun to his chest. The thre

14-06-2000

Donostia

Incommunicado

National Police

ats began on the joumey t
the station. They told hi
he was going "fip o

lwhen he reached the sta
ion. He made the journe

JCIn° 3 A.Nacional

prison

with his head between h
legs and the hood of
sweater over his head.

filed

When he arrived the inte-

mogations began  withou

the presence of a lawyer. The beating began and the threats conti
around his family "that they were going to make the life of his par

a misery, that they were going to follow his sister and knock h

her moped, that they were going to give his grandmother a shock
would kill her, that they were going to take him to the mountain

strip him, tie him to a tree and make himtalk..." He had to stand f

awall for the interrogations and smacked him against awardrobe

was in one of the rooms on more than one occasion. They pulled hi

his hair and he was made squat down and in doing so was kneed

tesides and the thighs.

They transferred him to Madrid where the blows and threats c

nued.

He feltweak and strange at all imes and he felt that they had put
in his drinks because in the three days incommunicado he didn

anything.




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

=
~
—

Astigarraga, Joxean

Age He was held at gu
when he was arr
Sex M )
they threw himto the flo
Drlicie)iziga=rsie |114-06-2000 and stood on him.
JEEG =5 0 [Donostia cuffed him as they insult

and shouted at him

On leaving the house
SR 2] [National Police began to kick and
him. In the car on the
to the staion the th
Situation prison began. They told him
Complaint Tiled were going to take him
the mountain and
him in the head. They said that his younger brother was also

but that if he said what they wanted him to they would let h

free. They said that his parents would find it all very difficul

Once they reached Madrid they said that his time had end

fromthen on his nightmare would begin. Three agents went behin

and began punching him in the head whilst another interrog

and said that they were going to punch him all over the b

leaving a mark.

He heard the shouts of the others that were arrested and told

the others were having a really bad time, and that the same wou

pen to him. The blows didn’t cease for two days. When he did

wanted the treatment got a little bett

When he made a judicial statement he told the Judge that he

the statement under threat and through torture. The

shouting at him saying she wanted to see if he had memor

1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado

Prosecutor JCI n°3 A.Nacional




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Rodriguez Aldanondo, Lartaun
e T s bogen e
kft the house "youl see
Sex M
when we are alone toget-
TTOE200 o n o ey ©
visbly an ie-
1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado vesuyit Was (hl:‘)eecause he
Police body [National Police refused o sign the search
= = order) so they pulled his
TS ARGl e e
o 1 e end ey
the mountain and shoot
him.
Once at the station the interrogation began without the presence of

lawyer where they beat him around the head, slapped him in the face
They forced him to kneel down while another policeman sat on him, he
was also forced to remain squatted and when he was exhausted the
threw him to the ground and told him to squiat again. They forced him
todopress-upsandone police puthisfootunder histestidesandapen

into his anus. They said to him that "you are queer and you probabl
ke it". They threatened him with the "bath” and he could hear th
water flowing.

The joumey to Madrid lasted about four hours and they made him d
the joumey with his head bent. Once there the threats and the blow
continued. He was forced to memorise the police statement.

He complained about the treatment he received to the doctor.

He also made a complaint to the judge saying thet the police declara-
tion was made through pressure and torture. He told her that he wa
made memorise the statement. The Judge replied, in an ironic tone
thet he had a fine memory if he couid leam it all off.



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Abanda Pagola, Aitor

ge 24 years At home the treatment was

>
E

calmbutassoonasherea-
Sex M ded the n t oot
082000 oo Tyt
ot eard o
- head bent and began to
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado threaten him: "youll see
=lollle= sleieh 2 | [National Police now, now youl fnd.out,
I3 ANacional | 9ong  reodte a
bg one, you are gong
Freed have three endless days, if

Complaint filed you raise your head youl
find ot you son of a

5

He endured a number of interrogations without the presence of a law-

yer and they made him stand for hours. They shouted, beat and threa-
tened him. To move him from one room to another he was almost drag-
gedonhisknees.

He had his head bentfor the joumey to Madrid andwasn'tallowed sup-
porthimselfinany place. The abuse continued inMadrid. On one occa-
sion when they went to interrogate him they found him almost faint
supporting himseff against a wall. Thus they were forced to ring a
doctor to examine him.

During his judicial statement he said that the police statement had
been made under severe pressure and torture and the Judge shouted at
him: “and then what, you have invented all this?". Whilst making the
statement he fainted and they had to ring the Samur (Medica
Emergency Service) to examine him.



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Mendizabal, Garikoitz

21 years

From the moment of arrest

M

the poice tod hm he had
to keep his head perma-

Dri eliclgn=sin | [14-06-2000

nentlybent Thishedidbut

Place ofarrest | plelale X!

on the way the poice ht
him in te head o force

Type of arrest

Police body |

Incommunicado

National Police

lhm t© lower it further
Ibetween his legs. The

Prosecutor

JCIn° 3 A.Nacional

threats continued on the
way 1o the station "We are

Situation

Complaint

freed gong © gpen the door of
filed this van and throw you
from t and keter say that

you had an acadent, whenwe getto the station the worstwas going to
begin, that they could easiy kil somebody ke him, that they were

going o arrest his gifiiend and rape her, that they were going o

vist his el thet night, thet they were going to have his ass because

itwas lovely" they threatened to put him in the "bath”. During one of

the interrogations they showed him a number of cables. Anather poi-
ceman said he knew of a new method of torture which consisted in
grabbing the testides in between the finger, and thet the longesta

person has been able 1o resist the torture without fainting s three

minutes.

He endured many interrogations without the presence of a lawyer and
forced him to remain hours standing, and later souiatiing. The inte-
mogations changed from being at imes calm to being really tough.

One night whie he was in his cell a poiceman came and made him
stand looking at the wal in the centre of the oel and to jump up and

down. This was repeated seven or eight times.




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

=
H

Iruretagoiena Mujika, Gorka

Age 20 years On the journey from
Sex Vi house _to Ihe station
made him lie inthe car a
BrEiizlejizlgg=sn | |14-06-2000 they stood on him
e eii-1== ¢ | [Donostia began hitting him all ov

the bodythey started
threaten him about w

1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado

Police body National Police was going to happen him
Prosecutor JCIn°3 A.Nacional e )
Threats were cons
Situation Freed during the interrogation
Complaint Tiled which took place in

absence of a I
Threatsrelatedto hisfamily and girtfriend, "thisis nothing, thet

58 part comes when you get to Madrid, you'll see there, we are
rape your girffriend, it's easy for us, it's so easy for us to
up, if you get free from this we are going to ruin your family
going to ensure that they are sacked from their jobs..." They als
him, threw him to the ground and continued the beating. H
injury to his hand (he had a very deep wound in one finger) an
they were interrogating him they put pressure on it until he
lost consciousness with pain. The journey to Madrid was made
cuffed and as the front passenger had his seat thrown back, the
nee had almost no room to sit. They put a jumper over his head
fleece jacket was tied right up. His head was bent between his
He was made learn by heart the police statement but later he
to sign it. Then it began to get worse. Policemen began coming i
cell to threaten him and kick him and they made him swear
they had told him in front of the Jud




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

H

S daba Garc a, Javier

25 years On the way to the stat
M the beating began and con-
tinued once at the station

DN eliclga=sin | [04-07-2000
Place ofarrest [ hE]

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado
Police body National Police

Prosecutor

Situation prison

Complaint




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Gartzia Urbieta, Gaizka

“ ;
(¢}
i
~
hay]

A 22 years Once he reached the station
he was made take off his
S M dothes and wes it s
05-07-2000 underwear whilst they
- He was subjected to many
1hel= ericigg=sie | [Communicado legal  interrogations,
Police body Er tzaintza during these he was forced
= = o sand fadng the wal
JCIn° 4 A.Nacional wih his behind his
kit ot
[ ] yedibellisdsion

Complaint filed ¢
insulted, threatened, and
knocked him againstatable and then againstthe wal nexttohim. This
60

was al done toinimidate him. The threats were constant "howare you
going o sunive 17 years in prison, your gifiend is going to fuck

al your fiends and youl have a moor in prison to give it to you up

your ass, your gifiiend and fiiendss are going o forget all about you
duing thistime, youknowhowthis goes, ifyou donttel usthe truth

we wonttire, we have you on a big ore...". He was also beaten nume-
rous tmes inthe head

Whenthey had up againstthe wal he feltfaintbutmanaged notto fall.
Thefainness was due to being foroed to stand in flont of a blank wel
and due to the heat in the room, which had very powerful bulbs. Each
time he held himself up against the wall due 1o the tiredness they
shouted athmto doas they said, and forced im o reum o the same
ppostion.

Inthree days he was twice given something to eat but nothing to drink.



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

=
H

Martinez P rez, Leire

H

ge 22 years Once she reached the air-
Sex E port the doctor who exa-
mined her detected a fault
DrEis )i claissin | [26-07-2000 in her heart, bradicardia
Placaeiarrest INERE) anitmia, inaddiiontothe

- fact that Leire suffere
1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado fom astma. In spe o
Police body Handed to N. Police |the fact that these fadors
"made them change face
with regard to the police
Situation prison in whose custody she wa
Complaint filed placed, she wasn't checked

into hospial. They didnt
evenlether rest so that her heart could recover butinstead she endu

red aday and a half of llegal interrogations, physical abuse and thr

ats. She was made stand for long hours under powerful bulbs. T
sought physical exhaustion and they threatened that they were going t
pass ontothe second level, thatthey would beginatough treatmentth

she wouldn't be able to bear. The interrogations were very long

she hardly had time to rest. They threatened her with regard to
family and about her imminent imprisonment "from which she wou
never come out aive..."

Each time that she fell to the ground they gave her a glass of w
with some valeriana tablets so that she would calm down

Prosecutor JCIn° 3 A.Nacional




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

=
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Pla, David

Age 28 years When they arrested
Se Vi they put a plsto_l
2 head and told him
Brziizieii=lgdcsie | |27-07-2000 move or he'd g
HECSE 5] [Zaragoza bullets in the head

Once in the police st

[ ]

L ]

Incommunicado the interrogations w

National Police continuous, they

XCTres ANacional _ [1eor eaedionsor
riend, that they

prison going to apply dif

filed methods of torture like t

"bag" and electrodes. Th
said that both were going to disappear, him and his colleagu
nobody knew they were arrested. One policeman said that w
got out of prison he was going to kill him, that if he was

hand he would kill him there and then. They beat him c
hitting himinthe head, ears, kidneys, testicles and stomach. Th

that on the way to Madrid there were plenty of quiet
where they could stop for a chat. On the journey they feigned

on many occasions.

During the interrogations he was made stand for hours to rea
sical exhaustion. He was made keep his hands spread in a cro
with one leg raised, other times he was made to squat with
cross. This was kept up until he fell exhausted to the f
made stand up by being kicked and punched. Any time he didn’

a question he was punched. The method used in each interroga
similar, repeat the same until physical exhausti

They offered him to collaborate with them, offering him
money to do so. He complained about the abuse he received to
o




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

.

L&

Lorente, Aitor

Age 28 years During the llegal
EE M rrogations that he endur
he received a numbe
PrEiireli=lgecie [ [27-07-2000 blows to the head,
FEEeIE o B [Zaragoza (these blows are partic

larly unpleasant and
the sensation of faintin
R8s a ] [National Police genitals, and  punches
the chest. They introdu
fingersinto his earsand
Situation prison felt that his veins
Complaint Tiled going .to explode. produci
a horrible sensation. Th
made him do press-ups and physical exercises of all types in
physically exhaust him.
Onthefirst day he lost consciousness during one of the interro
he felt a tingle in his arm and then pangs of pain in the
itdifficultto breath. They called thefire brigadetoattendtoh
checked his heart , his tension and pulse. They told them tha
palpitation of the heart. The firemen said to him"nothing
happen, you're ok, here they'll treat you well, won't
During the interrogations he was forced to strip and d
while they said "what a pitiful sight" in a humiliating ma
forced him to squat down and to walk in that position. One o
rrogators put a metal object to his back while one policeman
it only lacked the curren
The threats were constant: "if you don't talk you are go
know an area of the mountain where you'll tell everything, i
they are going to give you such a hiding that will mak
they'll stick a baton up your as
On the journey to Madrid he was punched in the head and w
wed sleep.
He complained to the doctor that treated him in the station t
been abused and threatened. He repeated this complaint i
Court and got a response that "they didnt give it

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado

Prosecutor JCI n°3 A.Nacional




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

i
o
=

Gomez, Oier

Age 17 years At the tme of arest
ertzainas shouted
Se M .

. should set this guy on fire
Brlicie)i=iga=sie | |09-08-2000 the Guardia Civil is coming
HECSEETT S [Gasteiz now, we should hand h

- over to them".
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado Over the three days whic
Police body Ertzaintza he spent in the station tw

interrogations  were mad
without the presence of
Situation prison lawyer, during which
Complaint was pressurised to agr
m to what they wanted. The

played good-police, bad-police. The "bad" police would threat
64 take him to Madrid and put him in prison so the"Moors could take

up the ass". The "good" police said that if he made a statem

wouldn't take him to Madrid, that they would make a judicial

mentin Gasteiz. The ertzainas were wearing white facemasks, the o

used by doctors, and wore rubber gloves and hood

When he was in his cell he heard how the ertzainas talked lo

each other about preparing the "bath", that when he was handed

to the Guardia Civil he would find out all about it. On more t

occasion an ertzaina came to his cell to disturb him, not lettin

sleep. On each change of guard they came to the cell, looking t

the hatch and saying things.

At night they put the air conditioning on cold and during the int

gations during the day they had it on hot to produce headache and

cold. In the three days he was in police custody no doctor came to

mine him.

Prosecutor




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

i
o1
N

Age 16 years At the tme of his ar
there was hassle becau
Sex M
they arrested himinabar
11-08-2000 and as there were distur
ot
- police used him as a shield
N/elsleliclgecsie | [Communicado Once he got to the stat
Police body Ertzaintza he was forced to s
of him. They made
e 2 kg 50 1w ¢
b touch Ty o,
didnttouch. Theythreate-

ned to leave him in the hands of Garzén "because helll give you
one". They told him that "in prison his ass was going to be like

and they made a gesture with their hands. The ertzainas told him
he had to remain permanently facing the ground and that he co
look at them and once when he looked up they smacked him in the
When he was in the cell the ertzainas went and told him that they
going to kill him, that he was a fool and a son of a bitch. They di

him rest. While he was in the cell the light was switched on. The

night that he spent in police custody they didn't supply him
blanket, and so went cold. Each time he was taken from the cell
tailet or to be interrogated they did through pushe

He asked to be examined by a doctor and they told him that
matter what he wanted. One ertzaina told him that a doctor woul
later butnone arved. Before being takeninfront ofthe Judge let

get washed or wear the clothes that his family had brought to the

tion for him.

Aiestaran, Aritz




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

A

21 years They amested himin a bar
and because there were

v dsberces n he steet
TO-092000 ey o
ppisloregeain
- cuffied and they pushed the

1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado beion ino his back as they
=lo)[[e= eleleh 2| |[Ertzaintza left. From the moment that
F———=———=—— hewesinpoicecustodyhe

[3Tn°5. DONOSTIA
[Prosecuor | A it

Situation prison o

The first night he spertin

acdandtheertzanesiod
himthat he had to spend the night standing fadng the wall and stay in

66 that position for the night, some 10 hours. Every once in awhie the

ertzainas looked through the hatch and if they didnit find him in that

posiion they began to insuithim.

During the ilegal interrogations he was subjected to constant threats,

saying that he was going o prison, that they were going to arrest his

gifiend and his sisters. They also threatened that he would be shot

if he didnt colaborate and agree to what they wanied.

He received on repeated occasions slaps to the back ofthe head whenhe

didnt respond the way the police wanted. On many occasions he was

insuited and humiiated.

Whie he wes in his cel he was very hat, later in the interogation

room they put the air-condtioning on cold.

When he made a judicial statement he complained abouit the treatment

he had received. The lawyer asked the Judge if she was goingto openan

investigationinto this, towhich she replied thatwasntt, that for such

to happen a formal complaint would have to be made.

Complaint




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA
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Atxabal, Asier

Age 25 years He was interrogated in the
absence of a lawyer and

Sex M

was subjected to conti-

BEli=ieiieidi=si | (12-08-2000 nuous psychological pres-

=l el cidi==n | [Bilbo Sure.

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado

Police body Ertzaintza

Prosecutor

Situation prison

Complaint




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

' Karro, Jon
Age 21 years He endured 4 interro
Sex Vi ions in the absence
lawyer and the threats (
12-08-2000 imprisonment,  that
Place of arrest |EIEE Guardia Civil were going t
- torture him when he we
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado to the High Court, that
SR Ie= s e le) A ] [Ertzaintza wouldn't leave prison f
A
oca " resare.
logical pressure
freed insults (what a shit gudar
Complaint Tiled (warrior), were constant
He was forced to

m facing a wall with his hand spread out in a cross for a while.

68 him that if he crossed his arms they would “"punch him arou
continued until he was exhausted
While he was in the cell they left the lights on permane
impeded sleep.
He made a complaint about the treatment he had received to the



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

| e

Age 24 years Endured 4 interrogations,
the fist ones being t
Sex M
longest. He was subject t
12-08-2000 continuous  pressure  and
1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado Durir.).g one of the interro-
Police body Ertzaintza gations he got really ner-
ogr gt
nas that were interroga-
freed tng him that he was
filed going to make a statemen
and to take him to a ce

however the ertzaina kept asking him questions. He was getting m
and more nervous and one of them came close and threw him
ground beating him around the temple. He had to be transferr
hospital where he received an injection to calm him down. From t

on the interrogations were more relaxed.

r

69



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

i
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Zestau Aranibar, Eneko

21 years Once the Municipal Police
hed left te station t

the head with a telephon
directory. They put rub-
bish bags over his head impeding breathing. The first he ripped w

his hands and when they held his hands down he ripped the other w

his teeth. He had a bag put on his head some  six im

Hewas punched inthe testicles, they puta pistol to his head and on

the policemen said "Welll kill him right here". During one of the int

mogations they tied his hands, chest and legs to a chair, lowered

trousers and underwear and attached something to his genitals sayi

thatitwas electrodes and that they were going to use it. He couldntt

because they had covered his eyes with toilet paper

On another occasion they switched off the light of the room, put

against the wall and made him stand there for hours, but conti

with the questioning. He made a complaint about the treatment he w

receiving to the doctor who visited him.

Complaint filed

M . )
National Police grabbed
BEN=Nelizlga=sir | [15-08-2000 him by the hair and almost
Placeofarresty | IThEE dragged him by it to
- room, insuling him an
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado threatening  him all th
ellle=rsleie)2 | [National Police time. The interrogations
T 6 ANacional | okpaceitheabsenoed
a lawyer. During these h
prison was insulted, smacked in

=



.

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Resano Aranibar, Xabier

18 years

H
Q
(]

The insults were constant

Sex M

"son of a bich, | shit on
your fucking mother..."

BrEiise)i=ignssin | (15-08-2000

They beat him around the

Place ofarrest 1L EE

head. One of the policemen

Type of arrest

Incommunicado
ERIT=rslele) 2] [National Police |

preiended  to take out his
| gunwhist telling him that
he was going to de. Later

Prosecutor

JCI n°6 A.Nacional

they put a knfe into his
nose putting pressure oniit

Situation prison

and teling him that they

filed

Complaint

were going to kil him.
Thethreatstohislifewere

constant, they said they were going to rape his gitfiend, they wer
going to use the electrodes, the "bath’, that they were going to smas
his head through a wall partition, that he was going to Prison...

One of the policemen opened the cell and said he could escape, buttha
if he tried he was going to shoat him, that he had two guns and wou
put one in his hand and later say that there was a shoot out

e



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Beloki Ortuzar, Ibon
_ 27 years From the time that he was
Vi arested the threats began
"one more sound and Il
FOEZ000 i v s o
ek
o "
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado Thet);Lorlvvelveinterro-
ST eee )2 [Ertzaintza gations were al diferent
= : in content depending onthe
JCIn°1 A.Nacional ertzainas thet e Fie-
Freed mogating him. Some pla-
e
and sad that they were

there to help him, whie others played the role of "bad" police an
pressurised him. They threatened and insulted him continuously.
The interrogations took place without the presence of alawyer and the
pressure became so intense that he thought about injuring himself by
banging his head against the wall, so that the interrogations woul
stop. The threatened, insulted and shouted at him constantly. He sai
that he couldn't have imagined that there were people who could cause
such suffering.

During his time in the police station they didn't let him sleep becau-

se they came to the cell to disturb him. He is eplieptic but didin't tak

his medication because he hadn't eaten anything in first few days ou
of fear. He was afraid that they would put drugs in his food or drink.



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Garitaonaidia Ansuatequi, lker

Age 32 years The interrogations without
% M a lawyer present were
continuous. They threate-
Dlcii=iericlgg=e | (19-08-2000 ned toimprison him "when
el clg=e | [Arrasate you are released, your

daughter wil be 20 and
wont recognise you and
Police body Ertzaintza your gifiiend is going
slkeep with others and
wont vist you in pri-
Situation Freed without charges [son." They said they were
Complaint gongtoanesthis partner

and their chid of one
month. When they went to arest him at his home they brought both of
them to the station and kept them there for a number of hours. They

tod him thet the order for arrest came from the Guardia Civi, and

pretended 1o be taking to the Guardia Cil by phone "t seems ke

this one s about o tBk.". for the days he remained defained they

didnt allow him sleep and the interrogations were continuous.

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado

Prosecutor JCIn° 1 A.Nacional




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

A 5 Sim n Cebri n, Montse
32 years He only spent a day in the
S 3 station because he had
check into hospital becau-
O
- he was continuously inte-
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado mogated andthey didnitet
Police body Ertzaintza him relax. During th
= = interrogation which lasted
JCIn®1 A.Nacional hours the threats were
Freed on bail constant. He had to put up
ol
hurmniiation.

In hospital he was in the custody of various different agents, and
said that the treatment he received varied from one to the ather. The
didnttlet him sleep nor rest at night. After leaving hospital and befo

re being taken to appear in court they first ransferred him to
Langraitz prison and later to Soto del Real.



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Urteaga Ardoia, Gorka

Age 18 years The threats began as soo
EE M as he got in the car o
transferred to  Madrid
BEli=lelicldi=sit | [20-09-2000 teing him that he th
el [Bakaiku were going to throw hi
> out on the joumey.
1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado Once he got to Madrid
Police body Civil Guard was subjected to constan
ICino2 ANacional | erogalons = in - 1
. . - absence of a lawyer. From

Complaint made covered his eyes so
couldnt  see  anythin

During one of the interrogations they forced him to hold agunand

that if he didnt make a selHincriminatory statement they
accuse him of belonging to an armed organisation, as he had left pri

on a gun. They threatened him with other forms of tortur
"bag"..They also said thatif he made a complaint to the Judge about
treatment he would retum to the station. During the interrogations

was constantly beaten, above all in the head

He was forced to stand facing the wall in his cell for an hour,

hour and a half. Earlier they had made him maintain this posture
more or less two hours.




Age
Sex
Date of arrest
Place of arrest
Type of arrest
Police body
Prosecutor
Situation

Complaint

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

24 years

M

20-09-2000

: ‘ Urteaga Ardoia, | aki

He had the bag put on h
head twice, received pun-

ches to the head and cons

tant threat. They said they

Bakaiku

Incommunicado

Civil Guard

JCI n°2 A.Nacional

prison

filed

were going to frame him on
amore serious chargeifhe
didntadmitto some sortof
involvement in the case.

His lawyers are going
present a complaint about
the abuse he received



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Paskual, Amaia

30 years The threats began as soo
= as she was arrested. The

>
Q
®
=
Ig

Sex

brought her to a fi
Date of arrest | | P oIeEvleelo) where she was kept
Place of arrest |OIRGE] order to frighten her.

During the interrogations
that she was subject
ERIT=rslele) 2] [National Police without the presence of

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado

Prosecutor JCIn° 6 A.Nacional lawyer, shewasgonst_anﬂy_
threatened with  impri-
Situation Freed sonment. She heard threats
Complaint made to her family. They hit her

in the head and when s
didn' reply to the satisfaction of the police they gave sharp pul

her hair. They made her stand up, sit down, stand up again...this ¢
tinued until she was exhausted.

During one of the interrogations, after being treated in a threaten
manner, she lost consciousness. She began to notice that she coul
breath and began choking and fainted. WWhen she regained consciousne
she was in her cell and quite a while had passed. It appears that

this the police got a litle scared and began to treat her allile be

On the way to Madrid, they stopped the car to change drivers beca
according to the driver, the other policemen were not hiting
enough.




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Age During the interrogations
that he was subject to

Situation prison

Sex M

the absence of a lawy

F6-05-2000 e breas wee corsn
Place of arrest |[IZ8) These included  armesfin
- his mother and sist

1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado They sad that the fate
ellle=rsleie)2 | [National Police his girlfriend who w

JcIn°6 A.Nacional ajl Sol arested was in

Complaint made

=

=]
(o}



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Solana, Jon Igor

25years At the time of arrest they

hit him around the hea
Sex M

with a psiol and later
PEiisiorizldisis | [16-10-2000 when they were puttin
e YO [Seville him into the car th
> smacked his head agains

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado -

Police body [National Police The interrogations  were

constant, all without
lawyer, and during which
Situation prison he was hit, kicked, pun-
Complaint made ched around the head an

face. In the fist inteno-
gation they hardly asked him anything at all. They asked some que
tions but didn't await a reply. They beat him brutally unti his n

and his left ear began to bleed. He fett it was like they didnt wa

reply to their questions. He fell to the ground due to the blows that

had received. The police tried to stand him up again but couldnt, as

had no strength left to stand.

The punches to the face, head, testides (o the balls so he cantha

any kids" they said). They said that if he agreed to say as they wis

he would be taken to haspital, if not he wouldnt go. However it got
such a point that he couldnt say anything because his tongue and fa
were so swollen. When he was lying on the ground, as a resullt of blow
received, they tried to puit the leg of a table over his testides, t

couldn't in the end because the table was too heawy.

The humiliation, insults and threats against his family were constan
They told him they were going to bring him to the street and kill h
there.

They made him strip and blindfolded him with his t-shirt, they ma
him open his arms outinto a cross, and pinched him fiercely above t
collarbone. As he was naked a policeman took the opportunity to gr
his testides and soueeze tightly, thus increasing the pain and sprea
ding it over a longer period. This was the most painful thing that w
done to him.

Prosecutor JCI n°3 A.Nacional
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wer | ragiHarriet |

e 24 years He was injured in the arm
when the police arrested
pex M him. From the beginning
BrElicie)i=iga=sie |116-10-2000 they directed therr atten-
SETe =5 ] [Seville ionot hiing, pres-
- sgont
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado On arest he was brought
Police body National Police to hospital, where they

began interrogating him
without the presence of a
Situation prison lawyer. He believes that
Complaint made iniall they werentloo-

king for answers, they
asked questions, then hit him without giving him time to answer

Nearly all the blows were directed towards the inured am. They

threatened 1o retum o the polce station, and thet five days wer

awaiting him there. One said that if he had been the one to amest him

he would have emptied the barrel of his gunin his head. They told him

that they were going to kil him. When he couldn't take any more they

threw ice-cold water over him to wake him up. It took four hours to

take him to hospital, and by the time they did he was in a bad condi-

tion. He was cold and shaking.

Oncethere, they did a brain scanwhen he complained to the doctor that

his head hurt badly. They operated on the injured amm and was chec-

ked out two days later. He retumed to the police station where th

intermogations continued. They didn't give him the medication that he

needed for hisinjured arm. The threats, humiiation, insults and bea -

Prosecutor JCI n°3 A.Nacional

=

o)
o
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E

Age 40 years The threats
Sex M arrest and
during the i
BrEiicieli=lge=ie | (18-10-2000 Madrid. They told
Place of arrest |E3EN start  preparing

for what he was
receive when he
ERIT=rslele) 2] [National Police there. During the days

he remained incom
cado all his interrog
Situation prison were made with
Complaint filed presence of
During these he wa
ched in the head, face, forehead, pulled his hair an

1N/elsleizldd=se | [Incommunicado

Prosecutor JCIn° 3 A.Nacional

i

They made him strip on one occasion. Another time
from the waist up. Once when he was totally
squat and stay in that position whilst they beat him u
received were so strong that the police themselves had
for a while before beginning

They said they were going to arrest his girlfriend, his
were threatened with the possibility of other for
"bath", "bag"... they told him on more than one occa
eat to get the strength for what was to come. In
permanently on as well as the air conditioning. He h
coming from outsid
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i Alal,:
Zuloaga, Mikel
Tetves o
lent and a number of peo-
R M pe were inured, one of
- him ino te back of the
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado polioe van that took him
Police body National Police Indautxu ~ station.  Once
= - there a policeman approa-
JCIn°5 A.Nacional ched him saying thet he
prison was the one who had
gt
last tme he was there.

During the first interrogation they went down through all the happe-
82 nings the first ime he had been in the station, when he was brutally

tortured. They did this so that he would bring back the psychdlogical

tenor ofthe fistime there,

He was dear headed but physically destroyed and began to seffinfiict

injuries. Then the doctor entered the cell with tablets to calm him and

laterwithaninection. Onone occasion the doctor enteredwith ablack

bag (on the previous occasion the person who said he was the doctor

actually camed out the "bag'). He refused to allow this person give

him the injection but the supposed doctor retumed with 6 policemen

who held him down, and sgueezed his testicles, while they introduced

the needie. He continued seffinficting inuries untl they alowed

him to be with his partner for a few minutes.

When he went to Court to make a statement his face was bruised and

swolen.



>

ge
ex

Date of arrest
Place of arrest
Type of arrest
Police body
Prosecutor
Situation

Complaint

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Garro, Nerea

26 years Whilst she
= incommunicado in
custody the interroga
07-11-2000 were constant, as we
Madrid threats, insults and h

Incommunicado

National Police

liation (scum,
Ishit...). They pu
lhair and hit herin

JCI n°6 A.Nacional

and slapped herinth
punched her in

prison

mach and in the

made

The told her that the

going to rape her,

hough initially she didn’'t believe them later she

they would do it. Threats of torture w

Due to not being able to sleep in the whole time i
feel lost, in a constant battle with sleep and tir

ked in her a se

nse of

During one of the interrogations they squeezed a p

backbone causing

her serious

r
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=
o
=

Urretabizkaia, Asier

Age 25 years The threats and i

% Vi began |mmed|at_ely

arrest. He was subjec
BrEii=ieii=igg=se ||07-11-2000 continuos threats
Placeiorarrestl INECIT insults during  interrog

tion. They told him
were going to try out
sellle=rsielel2 ] [National Police ferent means of tor
the bath, the bag, "we
going to torture you, w
Situation prison give you a bath, th
Complaint made and later if you i
m can make a compl

they said. The blows, punches, elbows in the stomach, chest,
84 face and head were non-sto

On more than one occasion he was made strip and while he

position one policeman would grab him by the testicles

tightly, causing fierce pain. He was made hold his arms out

for hours, raising one leg at times; all this was done

completely naked. They made him bend his head and get

hunkers, putting his head under his legs and making him w

position. All this while they beat him up, particularly to th

testicles. They asked him on a number of occasions if he ha

sister in law crying at night due t

1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado

Prosecutor JCI n°6 A.Nacional
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=3
H

Age 33 years From the time of a
the insults, humiliatio
Sex M '
beatings and threats began
PrEiisrelicigacie [[07-11-2000 They threatened that
SEe s o] [Madrid girlfriend (who

> arrested  with  him)
Type of arrest ‘Incommunlcado lgoing to  be impris

R8s a ] [National Police lwith  him  although
knew that she hadn't d
anything. They also threa

Prosecutor JCIn° 6 A.Nacional

Situation prison tened to take him to
Complaint made waste ground where t
would shoot him i m
didnt start taking. During the interrogations he was
kneed, slapped and punched in the back and thighs. They sque 85

neck, pulled his hair. Almost all the blows that were above wais

were done with an open han

On more than one occasion he was made strip naked while the
nued to beat him around the body. They pressed a point b
testicles and the anus which causes intense pain. They also p
point on the tip of the chin which is also very painful. He
stand with his hands spread in a cross and toraise his leg. He w

hold the position to the limit of his resistance. When he f
tiredness, he was made stand up again and get into the sam
again. They forced him to squat with his legs open while they

in the groin and testicles, head and back. This all took place

was totally naked.

He received slaps to the ears. He was insulted, his gir
threatened (to shoot her, rape her) as were his family an
Death threats were frequent, they also threatened to shoot him
testicles, and were permanently displaying their firearms.
stage they switched off the lights where they were interrogati

so that he wouldn’t know where the blows were coming
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1

Martinez de Osaba, Igor

i
28years From the time of a
Vi the threats and bea
began. During the time
10-11-2000 spent detained the i
Bilbo mogations in the abse
- of a lawyer were consta
Incommunicado He received a number
National Police strong blows to the h
Prosecutor face , chest, stomach
] tesides. He a0 recei
prison kicks to the thighs as w
ade as having his hair pul
m He ended up lying on
floor as a result of all this. They also persisted in threateni
86 other forms of torture.
During one of the interrogations he was forced onto his knees
told that they were going to play Russian roulette. They began
the barrel of the gun. Anytime he stopped turning they placed
to the temple and fired a blank. They did this many
They showed him the window through which they said they had
Xabier Kalparsoro. They said they were going to do the same w
and held half his body out the window for a couple of m
On another occasion they lay half his body over a table and
halflying over the edge. He had his hands cuffed behind his back
stage. They began punching him in the head, testicles and stom
felt as if he was being choked and lost the senses in the extrem
body. He couldn’t hold himself up and was thus dragged to the i
gations. He lost consciousness and when he regained it he w
way to hospital. One of the other detainees spotted him in t
and was shocked by the condition he was

The journey to the High Court was done with the detainee lyin
floor of the van, and a policeman holding his foot on hi




=
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Muerza Santos, | igo

g

>
)

Heisgongtomakeajudi-

Sex

M

cial complaint regarding
the abuse he received

Date of arrest

09-11-2000

duinghsimenthesa-

Place of arrest

Bilbo

n
When the interrogations

Type of arrest

Police body |

Incommunicado

National Police

began, al wihout the
| presence of a lawyer, the

Prosecutor

bows o the head, face and
testides began. On one

Situation

prison

occasion they threw himto

Complaint

the foor and sarted ©

kick him. In the Indauu

police station he had about 5 or 6 interrogations. They also threatened
himwith ather forms of torture, the bath, electrodes, the helmet, the

in reference to his family. Another type where he was beaten around
thewhole body, naked and with humiiatory comments atallimes, and
then others where they sought physical exhaustion making the detai-
nee maintain different postures (squatting, amms outin cross, one leg
raised...). He was made on one occasion caiy out physical exercises,
under strong lights, untl he was extiausted. Although he was really
thirsty they didn't supply him with water. That night they locked the

door between the cell and the tollet. The interrogations were constant

duing the day and afiemoon,

induding also at night

The last night was the toughest when they beat him endlessly in the
head, genitals. They also tried to suffocate him by covering his mouth
and nose and putiing a handkerchief in his mouth. Anather policeman
would put a hand to his heart every now and then.

87
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=
H

Karrera, Asier

Age He will make a
Sex Vi complaint r_egar_dlng
treatment received in cus
BrEiizieji=igg=s [|09-11-2000 oo,
S = [Bilbo Once he was put in the
- to be brought to Inda
1hel= ericigg=sie | [ Incommunicado stglion the beating beg
ellle=rsleie)2 | [National Police this  was mostly t

head, stomach and t
cles. Once he was
Situation prison they broughthimtoaro
Complaint V\{here 5 _ police_men
m him a beating. This w

general beating but the blows were directed to the head and e
88 also knocked his head off the ground and pulled hi

They brought him to the corridor so he could hear how his

was being beaten, so he could hear her cries and the slaps.

brought him to carry out the house searches they c

intense interrogation. They threatened him constantly, saying t

would end up like Geresta and Basajaun. They forced him to |

mobile from which he could hear the screams and shouts o

who they said was his girlfriend. They said they were rapin

how they were doing it. They played with their pistols a

that they were going to shoot h

Once he got to Madrid he went three days without bei

sleep. They constantly threatened him with regard to his g

One day he heard his own voice (recorded?) talking to a gir

in the next cell (he thought it was his partner), how he sai

be calm that nothing was going to happen ( he actually thoug

losing his mind). The psychological pressure was so tough that

"I relaxed a little when they physically tortured

On the last night they took him to a room where two pol

drunk and they gave beat him

On the way to the High Court he made the journey lying on

the van. One of the policemen threatened him with a pistol a

Prosecutor
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ex

Date of arrest
Place of arrest

Type of arrest

Police body

Prosecutor
Situation

Complaint

arrest your father
raping her here",

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Eziolaza, Roberto

28 years

M

19-11-2000

Gasteiz

Incommunicado

National Police

diately. The
Ipunches to the head,

JCIn° 6 A.Nacional

prison

and your

From the time
arrest they  covere
head  with a bag

remained
the whole time. The
and threats began
slaps,

stomach, testicles
constant. There
threats of all typ
Madrid even the
talk" " we are

girlfriend and we’ll
we are going to knock the d
house down, we have everything prepa

They put him facing a wall and put a plastic bag ove
suffered a smothering sensation on more than one occasion.
he is asthmatic and thus the effect of the bag is inte

in his face.

The transfer to Madrid was carried out cuffed, and they
sleep at any time. The threats and insults were continuous
a stage where he couldn’t feel his hands or parts of
in his own words "he prayed to God that he would d
Once in the police station in Madrid the blows, humilia
ats continued. (they made him strip on many occasions),
him to remain in tiring position for hours, they asked h
of torture that he preferred: the bath, electrodes or
him into the wall. They took outa gun and asked him ifh
yed "Russian Roulette"
His lawyers will make a judicial complaint for these

as possible.

that way a

t

89
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Beaumont, | aki

24 years He was thrown
ground as he was ar
M and they smacked his
24-11-2000 against the ground.
IruRea he was put into the
- van in order to take
Incommunicado the station they con
National Police to hit him in the
Prosecutor Once he reached the sta
_ they brought himto a
prison where they bea
made t_hreW _him to the
m lifted him up by the
kicked him, shoved him around. They put a "bag", one o
90 protectors for a computer on him about 20 or 30 times,
the policementook his pulse. He was threatened with being
mountains where he would be shot " because nobody knows
The beat him in the spinal column with a metal object
see it because his eyes were covered. This metal obje
injuries to his back. They continued beating him around
later put the object to his neck almost cho
They repeatedly hit him in the head until a policeman
on, my hand is hurting me too much" and so th
directory instead, hitting him with it until
They introduced a type of screwdriver into his ear
great banging pain and began to




TORTURE
METHODS



...The following means of
abuse and torture that have
been applied to detainees
have been supplied to TAT
by the victims themselves:

Beatings
This type of torture is most

50 of whom (4 women and 46
men) accounted for having recei-

ved beatings during their ime in

the paloe saion.

Inthe majority of casesitcon-
ssted ofblons o the head, in 40
cases, mostly using the hands o
infict the blow, athough there
have been cases where a telepho-
ne drectory and other objects
were used.

There have also been many
occasions where people have
receved bows © the tesides
(14 cases), camed out using
hand fslsandevenfect

In17 casesthe beatinghasbeen
indiscriminate or generalised,

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Somach, ses chest legs. Lsg
fiss feetandvarous objects.

Intwo casestheywere held over
atable with the upper partofthe
body hanging face upwards. One
poice agentpuledthe harofthe

most thesdonesototheheadon
17 times, 14 times to the geni-
talsand 5tmesto ather parts.

Sexual aggression

15people have related thatthey
were forced to strip (1 woman
and 14 men). Whilst they were
naked they were constantly
humiliated, suffered sexual com-
mentary and threats of rape. This
generaly happened in the hands
of the National Poice. 5 detane -
estold ofhaving sufferedamock-
rape. It shoud be noied thet in
oe o te cases the Btzaniza
were the police body involved.
They forced one detainee 1 take
down his trousers and pants and
forced him onto his hands and
knees, whist an ertzaina
himself behind him, finally
saying "not now because | dont
have Vaseline or a condom'”.

Physical weakening

Methods of physical weakening
were recounted by the majority



in 39 cases (squatiing, arms
spread out in a aoss, sanding
with one leg raised and amms
spread out, sitingwith head bet-
weenthelegs..) the dbigaion o

cany out violent physical exer-
cises have been recounted on 4
occasions, these consisted in
press-ups and sit-ups untl
exhaustion.

Suffocatibn, "the Bag":

The use ofthe suffocation tech -
nique has been amost exdusi-
vely been used by the National
Polce, ononeoccasonitwasalso
used by the Guarda CM. This
consists of placing abag over the
head of the defanee, g kand
leaving the detainee this way
wnithe portoffaining.

Hair pulling

12 people have reported having
suffered strong, sharp hair
pulling, 10 men and 2 women.

Lights

26 people reported that while
they were held in their cels the
lights remained permanently on.
This usualy concemed a light
bub that was regulated in inten-
sty from ouisde the cel, gving
stonger ight at times than at
others. This is a generalised
practice on those detained by the

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Denial of food

2 men told of how they were
denied food during therr ime i
police custody. This happened
once in the hands of the National
Palice and another time with the
Eitzaintza.

Forced sleeplessness

9 detainees tod us that they
werent allowed sleep at any
time, some because the interro-
gations were constant and others
due o being continuously haras-
sednterceksastreytiedio

accumulated  sleepiness, tired-
ness and fear, reaching a point
where one belleves one is Iving
anunreal sitiation.

Impediment of vision

4 defainees recounted that their
vision was impeded. Their eyes
were bindfolded with their clot -
hes or with tolet paper, increa-

e



sing the feeing of defenodless of
thedetainee.

In the cases of the Ertzainiza
amostal related thatthey dant
put anything on therr eyes to
impede vision, but that they were
notaloned, at any fime, o raise
ther heads and look at the agents
intenogating them. f they did
they were shouted atand hit

Threats

Thistype of
psychological
torture is
increasing
and the
Ertzaintza,
for example,
ae a
body  which
are using it
in a more
consistent
way-more S0

than physical  aggression.

Majority of detainees related
having received threats. Threats
o the famiy of the defainee took
place in 38 cases, nin the
employment of their parents,
destroy the family, arrest mem-
bersoftt‘erfamiyorboy/gﬂ—
fiend, do exadly the same
themasisbeingdonetothedetai-

nee whist the detainees weitch
whet is being done to therr loved
ones. Murder threats were men-
tioned in 10 cases (2 women and
8men). Threats of being subjec-
ted to even more severe torture
were told by 19 people; threats
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that the polce would pass onto
the second level of torture, one
thet the detainee would be able to
bear (generaly threats related
D 'the beg, the bath and elec-
trodes, showing the cables to the
detainees and leting them hear
the water running in the bath).
Other threats are also general
refering to imprisonment and
whet they wil do 1o the detainee
if he doesnt make a statement in
ines wih what they fel
him/her.

Simulation of execu-
tion

Three of the detainees
related having sufiered a
simulation of execution
with a fream. One was
tod thettheyweregongto
play "Russianroulette”, he
was obliged to sguat down,
um lhe revolver and

he was hung from the window of
the police staion and was threa-
tened with being dropped.

The other detainee sad he hed a
pstolputtohishead, aherpol -
cetied tofighten him.

See/hear torture

2dfthe detainees spoke ofhea-
ring shouts from the others
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They havent been very active
this year with regards to amests
but they eft ther mark in the
few cases that they have deatt
with. A principal characteristic
i thet the Guada OM put a
hood on, orbindfald, the detainee

from the very beginning.

Impeding visionthe detainee can-
not recognise Who is canying out
the interrogations. The methods
ral blons, but above a o the
head and ears, and death threats.
Aware of the tenor that they
ceae they use the threat of
further torture if they dont
make the statement required, or
if they mention the abuse recei-
ved, when the pass before the
Judge.

Irufiea Police station

They begin the blows and thre-
as from the moment of arest
Threats related to the applcation
of diferent methods of torture
(the 'bag’, elecrodes, the
bath..), treats thet bt forhe
duration of ther tme in the
polce siation: ' you dont make
a statement in court or you men-
tion the abuse you Wil retum
here..". On oocasions the bag has
been used.

Vision is impeded by covering
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CIVIL GUARD

the eyes ofthe detainee. Repeated
blows are meted tothe head every
time a question is lett unanswe-
red or is answered with 1 dont
know”. Detainees are obiged to
remain many hours on foot, both
in the interogation rooms as
welasintheosks



NATIONAL POLICE

In the year 2000 this police
body has used the most savage and
intensive toriure methods. The
methods most used by the National
Polce are general beatings, above
dothehead easad esides
In addiion they have used death
threats and the treat of moe
trodes, rape..). They have simu-
hanging a detainee from a window
and threatening © ket him diop,
gpeningthedoarcfapoicevanand
threatening o throw him out at
high speed.) sufiocaion wih the
use ofthe 'beg’. Fom the time of
arest the threats and beating
begin, without any particular
interest in the  interrogation
isf, n ader b adee te
efetdfaguingtetateses-
sos Wl ke ke tet ore. Thus
the Nationdl Pdice have ket the
biggest mark of brutality and
savageness in the treatment of
delaness.

Analysing the cases acoording o
Oetentioncentrestheycanbedas-

siedintefdoningway.
Irufiea Police station
Assoonastheyanveidthesa-

tion they are brought into a room
wherethey are putsianding facing
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awal. Now the beaiings begn
the head, by hand or using telep-
hone direciories, heads are smac-
kedagainsthewel, theyaresho-
ved o the ground and are kided,
Ore o the delainess B besien n
the spine with a meial ogect, due
towhichthedeiaineereceivedfour
hugenuiesinthebad Atypedt
screwdiverisintroducedinto the
e uil a aut gopears ad
begns © bleed. Threats of aher
methods of totue, aganst the
femiy, giffiend, are hebiLil..

Ore detainee was spat on on more

than one occason, and one wes

made eat the phlegm of another

paice diicer. Adeaineehaedagun

putto his head whist they modked
shoaiing him. Anather had a knife

put o his nose wih pressure

being placed upwards, whist the

threats continued. On one oocasion

a detanee wes ted 0 a dar by

hs hends, dhest and feet They

removed his trousers and pants

and put something on his testides

sayng thet hey were gong o use

eecrodes. The defainee  cant

make outwhat they have put there
because hiseyes are hindiolded.

Amara Police station

The interrogation begins imme-
diisly onentering the polce sla-
tion, athoughthe threais begnin
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theransfer.

They ddige imto sand inthe
comer and they begin hiting him
in the head, and hiiing his heed
agagt the wel.a aher imes
they let them st down but place
theheadnearthetebleandsiaphis
head aganst it On some oocasions
they foroe the detainee to remain
Slanding, or souietiing, or ending
with the knees sighty bent
against a wal for hours. One
delainee wes forced 0 do press-
upswhieanatherputafoatinhis
Esidessadapeninhsans A
policerman stood there humiliating
him while this was happening.

Threats related to famiy, gil-
fiendandfiendsare consart, as
wel as the threat of using aher
methods of torture. One wes thre-
atened wih the bath and heard the
water unning in the bath next
door.

Police Headquarters,
Zaragoza

Threats begn at the fime of
arest, athough physical abuse
doesnt begin uni they are iden-
tiled. Thentheyarebeatenaround
the head, esides. and teds
are made regarding famiy and
gifiiend, and akso aboutwhet s
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anaiing the delainee in Madhid.
They are even threatened with
Ilci'Sa ] ]EEI,I',“;III.

They use methods to produce
sensdions of losing: arientation.
They ae nat aloned ook at a
polce dficer et any ime and are
foroed 1o keep therr head bent for
the duraiion. Inthe inienogations
they are ddiged D Sand fedg a
badks and also in ather uncomfor-
table postures. standing  with
hands soread out ke a aoss,
squatiing down, squatting down
with amms spread, standing with
ore keg raised and ams spread.
eachimetheyfldueibtiedness
they are raised again by a shower
of boas. And so on unil exhaus-
fion. Inenogations lesthours.

The threats and beatings continue
on the way o Madid and they
aentaoned Seepatany time.

Police Headquarters,
Sevile

Beating begins as soon as they
ning t seens ke the polce are
nottrying to receive answers, but
o infict temor, because the
blows are continuous without



paying any atention o the nie-
mogation. Bows are deakal over

the body, head, tesides.indu-

ding o the nured am of one of
the delanees. I ore o the cases
thevidmoafthealusesietling

on the ground in a semiconscious
ste. The poice leave and when
theyremhessiingthere.
Theytiedipaushthetesidesof

oe o deaness wih e g ofa
teble butdontmanege b dosoas
thetablewastooheawy.

They play good polce-bed poli-
ce. They make them stiip whikst
they are beaten, especialy around
the colarbone. They grabbed therr
tesides and apply pressure, hit
by bit, which produces an intense
pain. There are also threats rela-
ted © ther famies, of futher
torture, and verbal sexual abuse.

Indautxu Police station

The besting begins duing the
transferandooninuesinthepoli-
ce saton. They put them n a
roomandthrowthemtothe ground
and beat them around the body,
heed andiesides. inoare i on
a table with half therr body hen-
ging Whie anather polce dficer
his them in te tesides and
aherspultherhar.

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Oredeianee sad thetduingthe
first night they were asked prac-
ficalynothing atal butcontinued
wih blows 1o the head, face, so-
mech and tesides.. On anather
oocasion they were foroed to ther
knees and tod tey are gong ©
play "Russian roulette”, they
twisted the bard of the pist,
peced i at the e and fied.
This was repeated on many occa-
s

Threats regarding the famiies, w
gifiiends and fiends are coni-

nuous, as WA as te teat of 99
naeasing the torture. One ofthe
femekedebinessstdtetshes

gong o pess oo the second level

of tofure, ore thet she wont be

able D bear, and so betir f she

threw herseff out the window.

Whilst they open the window they
sytetisnatheisimetey

are gong © do this and thet nat-

hing wil happen to them. Anather
detainee was hung by halfhis body

from the window. They kept him

there for afew minutes.

General Security
Command, Madrid

abuse begin as soon as they reach
there. They areforced tostand for
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ERTZAINTZA

Amongst the methods used by
the Basque Autonomous Poalice to
"direct’ interrogations are psy-
chological abuse and abuse that
leaves no physical marks. These
are the methods most often used
by this police body and they are
experts in it The instuments
used for this are; death threats
and threats to cany out more
condusive methods of torture,
sexual aggression (including
mock-rape), forced to maintain
uncomfortable postures or carry
outtiing exercises, bons o the

Txurdinaga Police Station

Interrogations are constart, not
leavingthe detaineeswithime to
rest between one and the other,
nor ime o seep. During these
threats, shouting, insults and
humiiation are constant. They
piey the game of good cop-bad
poice, the good ones speak in
Euskera and softly, the bad ones
shoutand are constantly threate-
g

Antiguo Police Station,
Donostia

In some case detainees are for-
ced o stip naked o et a fl
body search can be caried out

They are forced to remain with
their heads bent during interro-
gations without being able o look
up at any tme. It is common
pracise o force detainees o
stand wih their faces to the wel
forthe night after having carmed
autthe intemogation.

Oiartzun Police Station

When they bring the detainees
to the station they make them
Saynthecarforalongperiodof
time, handeuffed and with their
head between ther legs whist
they are being recorded on video.

Each time they go o get the
detainees from the cel in order
o ke them o be quesioned,
they make a lat of noise banging
dooars, so that the detainees know
to place themselves against the
wall with their hands behind
their backs and their heads bent.
Duing the interrogations they
are forced to remain with their
knees semibent and are also
forced to do press-ups. During
the intemogations the shouts and
threats- in reference to the
family,  boy/gifiend  and
friends- are continuous. Banging
on the walks next o where the
on the foor and tabe ae aso




consistent in order o inimidate

the detainee. There have alsobeen
cases where they have hit the
detainee, blows 1o the head, sho-

ved aganst the wals, kids..
There was one detainee who
wesnt given anything 1o eat, on
another occasionwhenthey called

o go 1 the ket No poiceman
appeared © ket them out In the
case where a policeman appeared
they were forced 1o use the tolet

with their heads between their
kgsinfulviewdfthe ertzaines.

The ceks are very smal, al

tied Theresabreakinteties

where a mat and mattress can be
found. The iron door has a small
hatch through which the ertzai-
nas shout duing the night
impede seep. Some cels have a
window to the outside which is
covered by a steel piate through
whichvery litie ight passes.

Lakua Police Station

Mostnosbesthefactthatthe
interrogations are carried out by
ertzainas dressed in white gowns
ke those used by doctors, latex
goves and hoods. There are
aways two ertzainas one who
pays the good poice, and the
other constantly threatens,
shouts and bangs the table when
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he gets mad, the bad police.
During the night they puit the air
condiioning in the oeks on cod
and during the day they putiton
hot Dealing with such heat
during the day is almost insup-
portable. The change intempera-
ture causes headache.

Arkaute

Detainees that have passed
through this Station say thet they
were made stand againstthe wall,
head bent and their hands behind
their backs during the intermo-
gations, constantly receiving
threats. They were made to leam
the statements that they would
make to the police. After this the
treatment caimed a lile. There
have been detainees who after
suffering the latter were kept in
the cells withoutt being taken out
forany ather reason.

When they are transferred to
Meadhid, they do so in police vans
thet are dvided into small cages
forthe detainees. They are forced
0 keep ther head bert at d
times and there are small came-
reshacagessotatteatza-
nes can see them. If a delainee
raises his head the ertzainas
move towards the cage and start
beating it wih ther sicks and



CIVIL NATIONAL
METHOD FIM| cuaro poLIcE  [FRIZAINTZA
BEATI NGS
To the head 3 46 2 32 15
General i sed 0 18 0 18 0
To the genitds 0 14 0 14 0
To ather_parts 2 9 0 6 5
WEAKENI NG
Saxdnginthe oe pace 2 34 1 13 22
H xed position 2 39 0 20 21
Physycal exerci ses 0 4 0 3 1
SUFFOCATI ON 0 6 1 5 0
HAI R PULLI NG 2 10 0 10 2
LI GHTS 3 23 0 6 20
DENI AL OF FOOD 0 2 0 1 1
SEXUAL AGGRESSI ON
Conmment ary 3 6 0 7 2
Srip 1 18 1 10 8
Rape 0] o 0 0 0
Mbck rape
STRESS CLI VA 1 4 0 4 1
FORCED SLEEPLESS 1 5 0 3 3
NESS 2 8 0 4 6
| MPEDI MENT OF
VI SI ON 0 6 1 5 0
| NTERROGATORI O
CONSTANTE
THREATS
Mur der 0 19 0 16 3
Fani | y 5 42 0 26 23
Toture 3 18 1 19 1
Q her 3 41 1 17 26
SI MULATI ON CF
EXECUTI ON 0 3 0 3 0
SEE/ HEAR TORTURE 1 6 0 5 2
HUM LI ATI ONS 2 19 0 11 10
SHOUTS 5 39 0 16 28
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N..1
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°

Situation

N.2
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°

Situation

N..3
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°®

Situation

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

[ZARO LOPEZ BIDAGUREN

February 25th 2000

Court no. 6 Bibo

DP 550/00

On November 13th 2000 made reform appeal and
ancilary appeal, November 29th 2000 the
reform is refected but accept formally the fling

dtheapped

JON URRETABIZKAIA SAUQUILLO

February 25th 2000

Court no. 7 Bibo

DP 733/00

on December 20th 2000 a reform appeal is made
againstthe dismissal and provisional archiving of
tecase

JULEN URIARTE ITURRIAGA

March 7th 2000

Coutno. 3Bibo

DP. 703/00

June 1st 2000 appeal and anciliary is made
againstthe dismissaland archiving ofthe case. On
July 3rd the Courtrejects the appeal for reform

but permits the appeal. On September 18th the
datefortheverdaaftheappealis setforOctober




N.4
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°®

Situation

N.5
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°®

Situation

N.6
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°®

Situation

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

GUILLERMO MERINO BILBAO

February 25th 2000

Courtno. 4 Bibo

DP. 525/00

Appeal archived on July 20th 2000, notifying
the appellant on November 15th . It isnt appea-
led because of problems resulting from changing
lawyers. By the time the appellant was informed
of the archiving of the case the time alowed for

MIKEL ARRIETA LLOPIS

September 8th 2000

Court n° 1. Donostia

DP. 2586/00

Withdrawn to Madrid. Court no. 10 with procee-
dings no. 5143/00

GARIKOITZ GASTESI

May 25th 2000

Court n° 2. Donostia

DP. 1266/00

Complaint archived. Makes appeal and ancilary
appeal. Waiting for resolution.
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N..7
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°

Situation

N.8
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°

Situation

N.9
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°®

Situation

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

GORKA URBIETA HUIZI

May 25th 2000

Court n° 2. Donostia

DP 1258/00

Complaint archived Makes appeal and ancillary
appeal. Has been transferred to the Ministry of
Public Prosecution so he canmake areportonthe

appesl.

EGOITZ URBE

May 25th 2000

Court n° 2. Donostia

DP 1259/00

Complaint archived. Appeal and ancilary appeal
made against the archiving of the case. Has been
transferred tothe Ministry of Public Prosecution

s0 he canmake a report on the appeal.

OROITZ GURRUTXAGA

May 25th 2000

Courtn° 2. Donostia

DP 1260/00

Complaint archived. Appeal and ancilary appeal
made against the archiving of the case. Has been
transferred tothe Ministry of Public Prasecution

so he canmake a report on the appeal.




N...10
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°®

Situation

N..1
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°®

Situation

N..2
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°®

Situation

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

MIKEL OSTOLAZA

November 7th 2000

Court n°3. Donaostia

DP. 2687/00

petiion by the Judge 1o the Ertzainiza thet they
report onincidents that occumed during the time
he spentinthe polce staion. Petiion o the High

Court for a testimony of the proceedings taken
aganst Ogiokza,

JOKIN SOLANO SALABERRIA

November 7th 2000

Court n° 4. Donostia

DP. 3089/00

Nothing new since making the complaint.

| AKI GURUTXAGA RAFAEL

November 7th 2000

Court n° 4. Donostia

DP. 3095/00

There has only been a dedaration of riiaion by
theDP
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N..13
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°

Situation

N..4
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°

Situation

N..5
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°®

Situation

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

AHILETZ ZULOAGA LARREA

November 7th 2000

Court n° 4. Donostia

DP. 3086/00

There hes only been a dedaraiion of niiaion by
theDP

IMANOL GORROTXATEG!I

November 7th 2000

Court n° 4. Donostia

DP. 3092/00

Nothing new since making the complaint

JON ANDER MARTIN VILLAR

November 7th 2000

Court 4. Donostia

DP. 3088/00

Nothing new since making the complaint




N...16
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°®

Situation

N..T7
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°®

Situation

N...18
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°®

Situation

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

| AKI MINER CANFLACA

November 7th 2000

Court n° 4. Donostia

DP. 3099/00

There has only been a dedaration of initiation by
the DP

ANGEL TELLERIA LUJANBIO

November 7th 2000

Court n° 4. Donostia

DP. 3093/00

Nothing new since making the complaint

JON GASAMANES

November 7th 2000

Court n° 4. Donostia

DP. 3091/00

There has only been a dedaration of riiaion by
theDP




N...19
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°

Situation

N..20
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°

Situation

N..2
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°®

Situation

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

UNAI KIJERA

November 7th 2000

Court n° 4. Donostia

DP. 3087/00

Nothing new since making the complaint

| AKI LORENZO QUINTELA

November 7th 2000

Court n° 4. Donostia

DP. 3096/00

Nothing new since making the complaint

GOTZON ARANBURU

November 7th 2000

Court 4. Donostia

DP. 3085/00

There has only been a dedaration of initiation by
the DP
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N..2 URTZI AIRA URRUZOLA
Date filed November 7th 2000
Court Court r° 4. Donostia
Slgel=iclellalesial | IDP. 3090/00

Situation There has only been a dedaration df iniiation by
the DP

N..23 ENEKO ALONSO
Date filed May 18th 2000
Court Court rP 2. Donostia
el IDP. 1196/00

Situation October 6th 2000 announced stay of proceedings
and the case is provisonally archived. Ociober
26th appeal and ancillary made against the
archiving of the case. November 9th the reform
appealisaccepted and onNovember 23rdis called

N.24 XXABIER ZU IGA
Date filed November 7th 2000
Court Court n° 2. Donostia
el gl BER (DP. 2720/00

Situation Complaint is archived on January 15th 2001.
Reform appeal and ancillary is made on January
18th 2001.




N..5
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°

Situation

N..26
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°

Situation

N..2Z7
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°®

Situation

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

IRATXE APAOLAZA

November 7th 2000

Court n° 3. Donostia

DP. 2680/00

Nothing new since complaint was made

JOKIN APEZETXEA

November 7th 2000

Court n° 2. Donostia

DP. 2721/00

Petiion to the High Court made by the Judge for
the medical reports and the statements made by
Jokin Apezetxea.

IKER | IGO

August 31th 2000

Courtrf 1. Irufiea

DP. PA. 5307/00

Judge petiions National Police on September
15th for a report on what happened during the
period of detention.




N..28
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°®

Situation

N...29
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°®

Situation

N...30
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°®

Situation

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

AITOR DOMEZAIN ARTOLA

October 24th 2000

Court n° 1. Donostia

DP. 3086/00

Nothing new since complaint was made

JOXAN ASTIGARRAGA

October 3th 2000

Court n° 1. Donostia

DP. 2914/00

November 10th 2000-stay of proceedings and
archiving of case announced. Reform appeal
accepted on December 18th 2000.

LARTAUN RODRIGUEZ ALDANONDO

September 8th 2000

Courtr 1. lrufea

DP. 3086/00

Nothing new since complaint was made




N..3
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°

Situation

N..2
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°

Situation

N..3B
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°®

Situation

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

AITOR ABANDA PAGOLA

September 8th 2000

Court n° 5. Donostia

Nothing new since complaint was made.

GARIKOITZ MENDIZABAL

September 8th 2000

Court n° 5. Donostia

DP. 2472/00

Nothing new since complaint was made.

GORKA IRURETGOIENA MUJIKA

November 7th 2000

Courtr 1. Donostia

DP. 3184/00

Court appearance and complaint on December
12th 2000




N..3A
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°®

Situation

N...3b
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°®

Situation

N...36
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°®

Situation

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

GAIZKA GARCIA URBIETA

September 22th 2000

Court n° 4. Donostia

DP. 1756/00

Case ftransferred to the Ministry of Public
Prosecution for a report on November 3rd 2000

LEIRE MARTINEZ PEREZ

September 8th 2000

Court n° 2. Durango

DP. 0963/00

Casetransferred to Madrid, Courtno. 16 with D.P
no. 5674/00.

AITOR LORENTE

September 6th 2000

Courtrf 1. Bibo

DP. 2501/00

Transferred to Zaragoza, Court no. 5 with DP
number 3678/00. Ministry of public prosecu-
tion make report September 29th 2000.
Archived on December 15th 2000. Waiting on

appeal hearing.
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N..37
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°

Situation

N...38
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°

Situation

N...3
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°®

Situation

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

JON KARRO

September 29th 2000

Courtr9. Bibo

DP. 2768/00

Stay of proceedings and provisional archiving by
declaration made on January 11th 2001. Reform
appeal and ancilary made on January 18th
2001.

OSKAR AMARO

September 29th 2000

CoutrP7.Bibo

DP. 2886/00

Stay of proceedings and provisional archiving by
declaration made on December 26th 2000.
Reform appeal and ancillary made on December
28th 2000

ENEKO ZESTAU ARANIBAR

September 8th 2000

Courtrf 1. Irufiea

DP. 5369/00

Nothing new since complaint was made.




N...420
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°®

Situation

N. 41
Date filed

Court
Proceedings n°®

Situation

42
Date filed

Court

Proceedings n°®

Situation

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

IBON BELOKI ORTUZAR

November 23th 2000

Court n° 3. Durango

DP. 1038/00

Transfer to Bibao on November 29th 2000,
Court no. 4, case no. 2819/00.

AMAIA PASCUAL

November 23th 2000

Court n° 1. Donostia

DP. 3280/00

Transferred to Madrid on November 29th 2000

JUAN TRECET SATRE

December 22th 2000

Court n° 1. Donostia

DP. 2883/00

Transferred to Madrid on January 9th 2001,
Courtno. 6, added to case no. 191/99
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JON IGOR SOLANA

December 21th 2000

Courtr 7. Bibo

DP. 3562/00

transferred to Seville on December 21st 2000

HARRIET IRAGI
December 22th 2000
CoutrP8.Biho
DP. 3345/00

transferred to Seville on December 22nd 2000

IBON MU OA

December 15th 2000

Court n° 3. Donostia

DP. 135/00

Without changes since the complaint was made.
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Date filed
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NEREA GARRO

December 29th 2000

Court n° 2. Donostia

DP. 5/01

transferred to Madrid on January 4th 2001

ASIER URRETABIZKAIA

December 29th 2000

Court n° 2. Donostia

DP. 4/01

transferred to Madrid on January 4th 2001,
Court no. 6, proceedings no. 3940/00

VICTOR GO |

December 28th 2000

Coutrf3. Gasteiz

DP. 3305/00

Transferred to Senior Court Bilbao on December
30th 2000.
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N...4 | AKI BEAUMONT

Date filed December 19th 2000

Court Courtr° 3. iufea

Proceedings n°

Situation

N...50

IGOR MARTINEZ DE OSABA

Date filed December 28th 2000

Court CoutrP3. Gasteiz

Helicleliple St IDP. 3290/00

Situation Transferred to Senior Court, Madrid on December
28th 2000.




PSYCHOLOGICAL
EFFECTS

Tosuffertorture, o passthrougha paice station, the threats and agression

are stressiul factors that can lead to a devestating traumatic experience; to

have to listen to serious threats towards your own security or the physical

wekbeing of loved ones. Nat al those exposed to this siustion develop the

same type of disorders, many, though, show symthoms almaost immediately.
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hese dften disappear aftertwo orthree days and are reactionstoan
seriously stressful situiation. The symthoms depend on the situation
endured, the persondlity of the individual, if there are moments of
wnerabiity..a series offactorsthatenduce the appearance of symt-
homs.
Sometimes there is a delayed reaction to the happenings and the
D sympthoms last much longer.

uring the year 2000 an analysis has been made of people (40 preci-
sely) that have been through police stations. They have been inter-
viewed, andinaddiiontogiving theirown personal testimony oftheir
time in detention, facts have been gathered on the impact that this
event has had on an emotional level,

he observed consequences have been gathered in three groups;
O symtoms of Anxiety, symtoms of Depression, Postraumatic sym-
toms.

fthe fourty people, twenty have retumed to be interviewed after
amonthioflinthe same questionairewhich coniained the st ofthe
symtoms described.

he resits obtained are:
As can be seen in TABLE 1, in the first group 15 (of fourty cases)
suffered symtoms of anxiety (35%). Symtoms of depression were

TABLE 1 0
M =40 IH" Cases a"'l;-'l
Ilnnhu i 31 A
Ilrupru-un 16 0
Mowmplomsreporied | @ 228%
Pesirsumatic 1ymptoms 23 37,5%




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

reported in 16 cases, that is 40% of those interviewed. Postraumatic
symtoms extended to 23 cases, which means 57.5% of the total. Only
in 9 occasions were neither symtoms of anxiety nor depression

TABLE 2 |t

r—— 12 Gl & an
Degpreazion 160 LTi 7 an
Mo sympicms reporisd 4 i 3 10

7 14 T
p 17 85

decreased

A follow up analysis after a month on 20 cases of the initial fourty

showed that 6 showed reported symptoms of anxiety (30%). There
were 7 cases reporting symptoms of depression (35%), and 14
reporting postraumatic symtoms, 70%. (TABLE 2)

Inwhatway these symtoms developed more concretely is presented in
TABLE 3.

Inthe anxiety section, the cases have risen in number orinintensity

in two cases 10%. They have fallen in seven occasion (35%), and
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have remained the same in five cases (25% of the total).

In cases of depression, symthoms have risen in four occasions
(20%), while they have fallen in seven (35%). They have remained
stable in three cases (15%).

In cases of postraumatic symthoms they increased in one case (5%),
decreased in seven cases (35%), and remained stable in nine case,
45%.

The mostfrequentsymptoms of anxiety are: sudden shock forno appa-
rent reason; feeling terified; intemal agiiation, imposshliy ©
remain sl feel tense; headache, migraine, eic.

After amonth the same responses were given as in the first occasion,
but some new ones were added: feel tenified, intense nervousness and
intermal bodily unrest; unrestiessness.

Those responding to sympthoms of Depression reported most fre-
quenty: feeing of a toal lack of energy; feeling that doing anything

would involve a great effort; insomnia; desperation; nostalgia; overly

wonrying about things.

After a month certain symtoms persisted like feeling low in energy,
desperation about the future; nostalgic feelings; and overy worying
aboutthings.

Postraumatic symthoms observed were wide and fluctuated between
memoaries of the arrest and events related 1 the arrests; feeling of

having relved the event; feeings of separateness; fieeing ordisian-

cng from people; concentration dificuties; feeling wide-awake;

feeling initable or bouts of anger; ignoring the event; incapacity o

remember parts ofthe amest; feeling that the future has nomeaning;

sudden physical or emotional feelings on remembering the arrest;
fedngs ofgul; desperaiion.

Afteramonth ather symioms canbe naticed ke that of looking forthe:
reason for what had happened, feel that people don't understand you,



TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

CONCLUSIONS

- Inthe majority of cases, those interviewed
showed signs of anxiety and/or depression,
and/or postraumatic symtoms intermixed.
These symptoms varied with time.







Basque Refugees expelled by France
to Spain.

lllegally handed over to
Spanish security forces.

Tortured by Spanish Security Forces.
and
imprisoned in Spanish prisons.

January 2001.

Maker: Didier Rouget



Owr the bt few years the

French Government has handed

over vaious Basoue refugees o
the Spansh secuniy foroes afler
being amested and detained in
Fance. tistuethatmany Basoue
ciizens seek refuge in Fench
temitory to escape from the
repression and consequent torture
and mistreatment thatt the Spanish
security forces systematically
apply. In Fance, mary of these
refugees have been arested and
condemned to prison sentences for
for belonging 1o or reltions wih
Basgue independentist organisa-
tions. Laterwhenthese peopehave
finshed the sentence imposed by
there being no petiion for exta-
diion by the Spanish authariies,
these peope are taken o the bor-
der o be handed over 1o Spanish

Secuiyforoes.

The hand-over of these people
tokes place at te boder and
dredly 0 the Spanish secuiy
fores (Guardia CM or National
Poce). Afeer the hand over, the
personisarestedand heldinoom-
municado and, in the majority of
cases 5 days pass hefore they
appear before a Judge, during
whichimethedelainee sufiersthe
mistreatment  that are against
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atide 3 of the European
Convention of Human Rights. After
this they are brought before the

Coutstoheaooused andtied

The praciise of diect hand over
by the Fench authoites of
Basque pro-independence mili-
fanis o Spansh secuiy fores s
hebitualy used by the Spanish and
French authaies. This is so
because tis a vety quick process
which impedes the person being
handed over from appeaing the
dedsioniotheFenchCourtsdueio
the hase wihwhichal is camed
ot k B dore der gving vay
brief naiice o the personinvolved
andiscanedoutamostimmedia-
By, () Ths padse s vay
essyforthemaetedeainecsin
a pison or poice saion in
Fance, and thus toidly isdbied
from al contact with thelr famiy
and lavwyer.

This pradise aloas them o
awd the contos of the French
jsice sysem in the face of
Spanish demands for extradiion
and thus eiminaie a guaraniee of
igor n the dedsons tet ae
igken which is essentel. By using
the process of hand over agreed
with the Spansh autharies , the
French authoiies are tying ©
avod the awkward formaliies



whichareinvolvedin canying out
anexpuisoninalega manner,and
thus deprive the concemed indivi-
dud of the guaraniees thet would
corespond o them if it hed been
caned out coredly. These are
fundamenid rights ke the right

D a bwer ad te 1igt © an
inepee:; Bledvel, ispos-

she that te peiion of exdied-
foncoudbedeniedasihesunso-

i foundaions especdly astts

based on information gven
through the use of torture in
Spain, andalsobecausetheindvi-
dual concemed has aleady been
convicted and imprisoned for these
deedsinFance.

For example, Jou Unutikoetxea
was expeled by Fance o Spain
and handed over o the Spanish
authoriies on May 5th 1996. He
was imprisoned in Madrid, sen-
tenced for the same ads and the
same law st as hed resuied n
him spending 10 years in prison
in France (2). Onthe aher hand,
on October 16th 1990 an extradi-
tion process soided by Spain
aganst him wes reeced due o a
ladk of consstency nthe evidence
givenbythe SpanishHighCourt.In
ary case the use of the prooess of
expuision alowed the French and
Euoane b edade. On te
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bass of the same action pardoned
by the French authorites the
Spanish public ministy sought a
sentence of 31 years of prison for
Josu Unuikoetxea. In spie ofthe

fact that Unuiikoetxea hed been
eeded as a depuy in Ociober
1998 and councilor in June
1999. In addition the
Administraive Court of Toulouse
dedared the hand ower, and the
g of Span as the countty of
desindin, as e n a g

on May 26th 1999. (3)

I addion, the caying out of
the measure of hand over to Spain
hes an ireversble charader. If
the French judical authories
annu this dedsion afler a. cerein
period of ime, the Spanish autho-
fies dont have © accept te
1uings of a foregn juriscicion
andthereforecan deprivethecon-
cemed indvidual of his berty in
ine wih te od adage
"Male.Captus, Bene Detentus” (4)
ks ontishesstetthe Spareh
High Court sentenced Josu Arkauz
Aranato 83 years prisonin 1998,
nsaeditelglydhehad
over which was recognised by the
French authorites.

This procedure of handing over
dizens 0 the Spansh Seauiy
Forces, wasexpainedanddefended



by the Fench minster of the

Intexior Jean-Louis Debré, in
an intenview made in the Madid

daily ABC (pg. 11, 14th July

1996). Withrespecttothe expul-
sonafBasquedizensandrefuge-
esanddeinessintheFrenchSaie

D Span he dedaredt "The pre-
sent French government will

hand over to Spain all those

people (members or sym-
pathisers of ETA)demanded

by the Spanish Courts that
don't have legal proceedings
in course in France."

flegd pradise has been systema-
ticaly camed out by the French
minsiers of the Interior

Pierre Chevénement
Daniel Vaillant.

This

Jean-
and

An illegal practise condem-
ned by the French Courts.

Thsnomadfdrecthandoversof
Basque pro-independence mili-
fants o the Spansh secuniy for-
oes"anextediondsguised'as
wes saed by the European
Court of the Human Rights
sugnteced Bozano
against France on December
18th 1986. The decision to make
such a handover o the Spanish
secunity forces was deemed o vio-
beaid 2t dhe Sae o
the 2nd of November 1945 which
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Oeals with the condions of entry

and residence of foreigners in
Rance tsaes thet "a foeger
shoudnt be foced 0 g © a
county fitestabished thetther
learbatyaetesenadat
sshoantatheyaekeyobe
treated in a manner in contraven-
ondtretidcaedinaide3cf

the European Convertion for the
Safeguarding of the Human Rights
and Fundamental Liberies of
November 4th 1950.

It is something which has been
declared ilegal by numerous
Judges in the French administra-
veCouts

In a cae n te Pais
Administrative Court on July 7th
1995 iwes Sated in reion ©
the decson © hendover . Jose
Domingo Aizpurua Aizpuru t o}
the Sparnsh secuiy foroes that
"o dedson of exdadion tat
may have been taken against his
neess 5 bddg A bess,
therefore Mr. Aizpurua Aizpuru is
auhoised O peiion for is
annuiment”.

Thecasedf Jose Arkauz Arana
held on February 4th 1999 in the
Administrative Court of Pau,

ecied e ison cecison by
France to Spain for the foloning



reasons. "Considering the fomuia
ofproceedingthethesbeenused t
doesnt comespond to the FHench
administration the handing over of
M. Akauz-Arana to the Spanish
auhories thet heppened at the
Junquera. (border police posts),
that competency in the evaluation
dthisadion npaiolrote
verbalprocess, dated February
14th 1997, of the High Court of
the Madid Cental Court of
Instruction, therefore this infor-

mal dedsion that involves an
excess of power can only be revo-
led

Hhteced Mikel Zarrabe
in the Administative Court of
Toulouse on May 26th 1999, the
oder of handtover o the Spanish
security forces(December  8th
1995) was revoked for the follo-
wing reasons. "Considering  that
[ f an equEN ady, tet
sSimply consssis in a police-admi-
nistaive measure, aLthorises the
administration o bring the person
i quesion D te bader of te
countty of which this peson s a
refongl, t cannat ke begely abo-
wed as such adions revoke the
resolions of the baw of March
10th 1927 in relation to the
edadion o foeges, and n
addion, in these condiions, Mr
Zanabe 5 auhosed © had the
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bekef thet he dedson i in
his handover ledss el bess and
therefore he may demand the revo-

-On July 1st 1999 the
Administraiive Court of Versalles
revoked the hend over of Pilar
Mondragon Zabala fotetb-
wing reasons. "Taking into acoount
that acoordng o the tams o
Avrtice 3 ofthe law of March 10th
1927 in refation 1o extradiiion of
foreigners: "the French

Govemment may hand over, on
request, to foreign Govemments
any indvidual who s found in the

teniory of the Repubid.] who

i the subed of a demand in the

name dfa Siaie oreven, subed o

a omer for punishment by is

Cours i mugt be sad tet the

Spanish Govemment has not made

any request to the French
Govemmentinrelaiontothe han-

dover of Mr. Mondragdn Zabala;
andasaconsaquenceditsthesad
handover oughtto be revoked'”.

-The Administrative Court of
Versales revoked the handover of
Maria Gomez Gorrotxategi on
July 1st 1999 for the same rea-

g

- The Administrative Court of
Versalles revoked the handover of



Mari Luz Bella Bringas on
Novermber 8th 1999.

- On May 24th 2000, the pre-
feaaffEssone adered theexpul-

sonioSpendt Alberto Lopez de
who should have

la Calle Gauna,
beenfreed fromprisononJuly 7th
2000. The European Court of
Human Rights asked the French
Govemment not o expel hm o
Spain. Later, on July 6th 2000,

the Administative Court of
Versale oderedthe suspensonof

te equEn h te case n the
Adminstraiive Court of Versalles

on September 26th 2000 the
decsonwesrevoked forthefolo-

wing reasons. ' Taking the terms of

the aride 27 bis of the resou-

tions [..] of November 2nd 1945
[]afoegnercamnatbe expeled
panahercountyiitisesials-

aened, arthepersonsexposedid
treatment conirary o aride 3 of
teconenion[].

-"Considering, thet the resou-
fions are aooepied thet prohibtan
equsonto acouly where itis
poen tat te freedom of the
personexpeledisthreatened, they
cannat be gven a lied gppica-
fon, e te hand ovr © a
country which the person being
epeled has nationally doesnt
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nomally happen, it is when faced
wih the case of a person who
should and may be handed over o
the authaiiies, then the resou-

fions ought o be studed fom the
pincples of inemational law on

the matier of extradiion, and thet

they resenve inthese legal adions

the hand over 0 authaiiies of a
foegn Sae tet 5 Spd ©

-"Consdering thet the evalua-
fonaftheexpedenttatVir. Lopez
dehCk Guabsaptba
demand from Spain, thet the pre-
fedwontdspuethethsdesina-
tion of Spain Wil be accompanied
by ahand overtothe Spansh at-
hariies; thetMr. Lopezdela Cale
Gauras diiged bendure et the
decee Wl fix Spain as the
ocounty of desireion, thet at-
hough tappeasnalwaysasan
exdedion toughtbhetenas
something imegular inthe frame-
work of an expuision’”.

- In te a2 n te
Administrative Court of Melun on
Ociober 24th the dedsion dated
October 9th 1998 was revoked.
Hence, the prefect of Vakde-
Mame revoked the expulsion order
of Ifield Lopez de Bergara Asbaio
Spain.

-Inthe end, afler 6 Couthea-
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rings on June 20th 1997 (n°
9615356/4  Arruti Agirre;N
9615349/4 Hernandez
Lamasas; n° 9615347/4 Lopez
Galarza; n° 9615350/4 Portu
Espina; n° 9615348/4 Segura
Burgos; no 9615353/4
Pagoaga Gallastegui the Paiis
Administrative Court revoked the

decrees of June 8h 1996 of the

Minsier of the Interior designa-

ting Span asthe county of dest-

nation for the fdlowing reasors:

Taking ino constceraiion thet the
decree of June 8h 1996 , due O

which Spain wes designated as the

oountty of destinaiion, constiLied

a poice measue thet ought o
besadinaride 1 ofthelbwvddly

11th 1979; and thett, in vitue of
artide8ofthedecreeofNovermber

28h 1983, it wil nat be legaly

posshie o inervene any more

afier M. Amuti Agire has been

abe 0 present the degdios n

wiing; thet the artides 23 and

26 of the law of November 2nd

1945 in relation to the expuision

processes dontmake referencesto

resouion desined to alow
foregrers thet have been subect

0 a demand for expuison o pre-

sentthe alegaiions conceming the

county thet they are o be handed
overb,andingodcaiondfar-

de 27 ofthe same lawoughtio be

subedt o a contrary dedsion in

relation to the measure of expul-
sion. Consdering thatthe Minster
o the Ineor hesnt ofered any
aocoepiable drcumstance to justy
the non gpicaion of aride 8 of
the decree of November 28th
1983 and thet hasntt denied thet
such resoutons  havent been
respected; as a consegquence, M.
Anui Agire ought to be defended
fom the demands made aleging
thetitis mixed up in fawed pro-
cessandiorthisreasonrecuesthe
kg .
-tisalsowarthmenioningthet
within the system of expuision
procedures there have been nume-
rous complaints and the commis-
sonsofexpuisonhave made unfa-
vourable wamings about the
exuson of Basque milianis o
Spain.

- In addion, the confnuous use
of this procedure against Basoue
cizens has provoked protests
from numerous humanitarian
(Amnesty Intemational, World
Organisation Against  Torture,
Assodaion for the Preveniion of
Torture, Human Rights League,
Chrisian  Association for the
Abdiion of Torture, Treaty for
Human Rights, Intemational
Prison Watch, Magistracy Trade
Union, Lawyers' Trade Union of




France, French Communist Party,
Dominique Voynet, the Green
party's  spokesperson,  today
French Govermment minister, Mr.

Geldt Bshop,)

Tortured by the Spanish
Security forces.

Accoding baride 27his ofthe
law of November 2nd 1945 in
reltion 1o the condiions of entry
and resdence of foreigners in
France "a foreigner cannot be
transferred to a country in which
tsesahied[Jtettepa-
son has been exposed o treatment
agandt arice 3 of the European
Conveniion for the safeguarding of
Human Rights and fundamental
lberties signed on November 4th
prudence of the European Court of
Human Rights and the Committee of
Human Rights rues that a State
may not remove anyone to ancther
State where this person wil un
the ik of sufiering torture and
cuel, inhuman or degrading tre-
atment.

That may be so but the French
authories have handed over
Basgue diizens to the Spanish
Secuiyforoes, incontradicionto
this prohbiion, and tey hae
beentotured
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- November 3rd 1986, Pablo
Vivanco Ruiz, aficed wih
poliomyeliis, was handed over by
French authariies o the Spanish
police who tortured him.

- July 10th 1993, Manuel
José Chavarri Lopategui i s
handed over by France to the
Spanish police who torture him.

-Jose Domingo Aizpurua
Aizpuru was expelled from
French tenitory and handed over
o Spanish secuity forces in June
1994. He wes tortured by this
body. Wih this case there wes a
meeting with members of a dele-
gation of the European Committee
for the Preventon of Torture
(CPT)inthevisitthey carmed out
between the 10th and 14th of June
1994.

-Mikel Zarrabe was handed
over by the Fench poce o the
Guada Cuvl on the 8h of
December 1995. He was brutally

beaten during the interrogations.

- Teodoro Meabe Derteano
was handed over with urgency on
March 17th 1996 by France tothe
Guada CM who tofured in a
simiarwas asinthe aforementio-
rnedcae
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- On June 5th 1996, Luis
Iruretagoiena Js handed over by
French authoriies o the Guardia

CM. He sufiered unintermupted
sessonsdftortreovertree days

( electical discharges, beelings,
pesichegoserhishead.)andin

addion they kept him secrety

amested for more than one morth.

- February 13th 1997, Josu
Arkauz Arana  was handed over
by Fench authoiies to the
Guada G He sufiered three
days wihout oease of fortLre ses-
his head, deep deprivation). He
wes Visied by the CPT affer lea-
vingsoeion

- April 13th 1999, Mari Luz
Bella Bringas was handed over
bythe French palice tothe Spanish
polce atthe Junqueraborder post
Twodayslaterwhenheappearedin
front of the Judge wes when he
denounced have been mistreated
and having received numerous
bonstothe head. Aimost 13years
M. L Bela Binges hed been a
refugee nFance asearierhehad
suffered torture in Spain over 10
consecutve days. During his
detention he wes introduced on
mary occasons inthe "bath’,

Isimpatartiopontouthett
5 wih a tue knonedge o the
casesthatthese peopewerehanded
oer by Fance o the Spanish
secuity foroes. This makes avery
sios dien h efed, te
practise of torture and maltreat-
ment by the Spanish security for-
0es s looked on wih a favourable
light by the Spanish
auhoiiesThese are fads that
have been ratiied by a number of
made and recommendations of the
Committee of Human Rights and the
Commitee against Torture of the
Unied Natiors; the reparts of the
European Committee for the
Prevention of Torture in relation
o the vist made 1o Spain which
was published on March 4th 1996.
The repors of Mr. Kooijmans
and Rodley, specdenvoysaithe
United Natons on torure, the
reports of Amnesty
International 5), the
Association for the
Prevention of Torture dte
Intemationel Prisons Waich... The
Committee of Human Rights
sad, afer examinng  the repat
presented by Span in vite of
afide 40 ofthe Padt, thet twes
worried about the numerous
reportsthat they received concer-
ning torture and mistreatment
suffered by people accused of

e
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temoist ads at the hands of
members of the security forces.
The commiiee dedared thet the
repais relening o these deeds
ae nat deak wih coredly, thet

after being recognised as guly of
these deeds and senienced o prison
sertences, they are rapdy reea-
sed without canmying out the sen-

France is condemned by the
United Nations Committee
against Torture.

The United Nations
Committee against Torture n
is seoond rgoat dedared on e
6h of May 1998 that it was
serously waried aboutthe pradt-
sedipdoeibpdeehandovarsiom
one county o another (Span),
despie te fad tat Fenh
Juisprudence had dedared this
paceekbH temearsafl-
iedte Feth See o flte
recommendaiions of aride 3. Thus
the Committee recommendedthatthe
French State be more consequent of
therecommenckiions ditsaride
aiminately bah for expuision and
exradion(7)
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Aocoding 1o a dedison taken on
November 9th 1999 and made
pubic on the 1st of December
1999, the Committee of the United
Nation against Torture dedared
that having been placed Josu
Akalz Arana in the hands of the
aice 3 o the sad Converion
likewise, the Commitiee reminded
al tat various intemational

o acoused of beonging O pro-
independence movements by
Spanish secuity forces s vary
frequent. They also saied thet

these peope ind hemseMes n a
fonduingther deiention.

JosuAkauz Aranawes visted on
the 17thof January by adelegation
of the European Committee for the
Preventon of Tortre (CPT). ltis
important to point out some things
n ts resped. et e repat
ebboaed by the CPT afer that
visit was published on April 13h
2000. In this the CPT daim thet
the tesimonies made by Jose
AkaLz Arana are real.

Aflerthe senience of 83 years of
prison gven 0 J Akaz on the



EIGHT POINTS THAT ARE
NECESSARY FOR THE
ERADICATION OF TORTURE

We fedl itis time to do something. The consequences of tortre
areireparable. We need to acivate, and force the poliical dass
and socety in generdl to activate, the mechanisms that are
necessary to end this homor. This is necessary due to the scan-
dalous numbers of Basgue ciizens that have been tortured and
humiiated in the last 40 years.
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We cant sit here with our ams
crossedandignorethe grave pro-
bem usng an excuse that " |
ddntread thatinthe papers’ o

"l didnt know this was happe-
ning". Disgracefully, we must
say that ignoing the problem
converts us inb protectors of

these abominable practices.

Qur sience only serves to cover
them up. In this manner, we as
vidims would ke to offer our
small suggestions for the eradi-
condfiotue.

We consider it absolutely
vital:

1. The abolishing of antHerro-

nist legislaion, N concrete
Articles 520 and 227 of the
Criminal Justice Law that allows
the detainee to be held incommu-
ncadoforatod 5 das ks

during this period thet the abuse

occurs, a time when nobody

ensures the physical and psycho-

The eimination of the fist and
second paragraphs of Article 520
biswhich allows for the lengthe -
ning of the me of detention
incommunicado from 3 to 5 days.

The text of Article 520 bis
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is the following.

1- Any person armested as a
supposed paricpant in any of
the ciimes referred to in Artice

384 bis wil go before the com-
petent Judge within 72 hours
fom the tme of amest
However, the detention can be
lengthened for investigative rea-
sons 0 a imit of a futher 48
hours, if the extension has been
requested within the first 48
hours of detention, and wil be
authorised by the Judge within a
further 24 hours. Both the aut-
horisation and refusal of the
extension wil be explained.

2.- When a person arrested for
the motives expressed earfier, a
Judge can be requested to decree
his incommunication. The judge
should make a decision, docu-
mented, about the matter within
24 hours. With incommunication
ganied, the detanee Wl at al
times be prevented from com-
munication without prejudicing
his ightto defence, whichis due

to him under the established
arides 520 and 527, untl the
fime thatthe Judge has deaded it
shaudest

The eimination of Aride 527
necessaty as t spedies the an-
terts and oconsequences of this



period of ncommunication and eli-
minetes the floning ighis of the
deanes

Rgtdtedeanee bteass-
tnedalwerdfaonicence

Right of the deanee b inom a
family member or another person
dtardoedtetddart
andthepboedia sodyattetper-
foerime
Ryhdthedsaineeibhaveaomn-
fidential ineview with his lanvyer
ateeddtenBlposeds

Right o be informed, without
oy, dteressorsiorarest

Rt © reman det ad na
make a siatement duing the period
ddeenin

The actual text of Article
527 is the following:

The detainee or prisoner, whilst
he remains incommunicado, does
natenoy the lightsthetare laid
out in tis chaper, wih te
exception of those established in
Aride 520, and with the follo-
wing modifications:
a)inalcasesthelawyerwilbe
State appointed.

b) he alsowonthave the rightto
an interview with his lawyer as
laid outin part d/ number 2.

¢ heasowlnathave the right

to an interview with his lawyer
as laid outin part ¢/ number 6.

TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

Elimination from article 553 of
the paragraph which privileges
the polce with the Judical aut-
hoisation for the detenion of
people, orthe raiding ofhomes or
other areas where actions are
shle for the adions laid down in
Article 384. Concretely from
() N cases of excepiond o
ugent necessty (.) wnd the
enddteatde

The actual text of article

533 is the following:
The police agents can work on

their own avithority in detaining
immediately people whenthereis
a prison warrant for them; when
they are caught commiting a
crime, when adelinquentis pur-
sued by poice agents and they
hide or refuge themseles in a
house, or, nexceptional cases or
casesofurgentnecessity, whenit
related to those presumed res-
ponside for actions refered

in Article 384 his, anyone who
hidesrefugeesinaplaceorhome,
aswdltheraiding ofthese paces
andthetekingdfaridesandins-
truments that are in these places
and canbe keptinreaion o the
crime committed.

When the raid has been comple-
ted, dongthelnesesiabishedin



the last paragraph, a competent
judge wil be informed, indica-
ting the reasons matvating the
rad and the resuis adbiained,
with special reference to deten-
tions that have been made. Thase
particpating and any incdents
that occumed should be reported
othe Jude.

2-Rightof Basque diizensto be
tied by nomal Courts, instead
of in the Spanish High Court that
has ignored the continuous com-
plaints made of abuse and acoepis
self-incriminating  statements
received  through  torture.
Eimination of the capadly o
Spanish High Court as a specal
Court for the trying of ciminal
cases refered in Arice 384
bs, due o its character as
direct descendent of the Francoist
Court of Pubic Order, due o ifs
markedly poliical  activiies
which is against the principles
which should rule in a democra-
tic Sate, and for breaking with
the intemationally recognised
fundamental principle of teni-
torial competency.

This s fixed in the repedl ofthe
Transitory Decree passed in the
Organic Law 4/1988 on May
25th, in the refom of the
Criminal Justice Law and the
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acceptance of the mentioned fun-
damental principle of tenitorial
competency that would mean the
normal Judge would have an
understanding of the themes

The text of the Transitory
Decree is the following:

The Central Courts of Instruction
and the High Court will continue
iohearthetials of casesrekaied

to cimes committed by people
involved in armed groups or
related o tenoristor rebel ele-

ments, when the commission of
the cime contibutes to their
achvity, orthasewhoinarny way
cooperate or colaborate with the
adtions of thase groups or indi-
viduaks,

3- Repedl o the posshily of
exending the peviod of deenion.

4- Ensure thet al detainees are
visited by two doctors, one selec-

ted by the comesponding Court
and the other chosen by the
famiy ofthe detainee.

5- Real Pursutt and investiga-
tioninto the complaints of tortu-
re and abuse.

6-- Decare invald the polioe or
Judical stements of those



INTERNATIONAL
POSITIONS
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With regard to the treatment that
torture and abuse receives in the
nemational areng, tat s n
addion othe legal deaees ofan
imperative character that are
lad out in various Tresties and
Conventions (Intemational Pact
on CM and Pditical Rights,
European Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights...).

tions and regional or intemeatio-

nal organisations thet have echo-

ed the daim of the existence and
persistence of torture whilst
being held incommunicado
(incommunicado is when the
detainee has absolutely no contact
organisations, examining the
problem using diverse procedu-
res and instuments and in the
ight ofthe dearees df the afore -
mentioned  Conventions  and
Protocols, have come to definite
conclusions. They have shown the
constant and systematic use of
torture inked to those shadowy
periods ofincommunication. They
have analysed the different legal,
administrative and judical ele-
ments that favour the practise of
torture and its impunity.

Wih regard o the
Committee for the

European
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Prevention of Torture and
Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or
Punishment(CPT),
ontheCoundofEurope, iicanbe
sad thet it hes caned the most
precise reports. The following
should be underined with res-
pect © the conents df the three
reports on the Spanish state
pubished to date;

The first CPT report (April
1991) came to the conclusion
téd 'twould therefore be pre-
mature to conclude thet the phe-
nomenon of torture and severe
iHreatment have been eradica-
ed'n  theSpanshSeae.

They speciied more concretely
te ‘'isk aread" for tofure in
ther second report (A

1994) affirming that "It wouid
be premature to condude that
the phenomenonof torture and
severe iHreatment had been
eradcaied. Futher [] n the

ight o the inbmaiion at s

disposal, the comment made in
paragraph 25 of the report on

the first periodic visit remained

veld'

The third visit (10th-14th of

June 1994), was made with
relation to an arrest made by the

dependent



Guardia Cwmi (miltary police)

in Gipuzkoa. In addltion to perio-

dc wsis, the Commitee coud
necessary according o the cir-
cumstances. The CPT sad
alegations recelved atthe begin-
ning of June 1994 provided an
opportunity to assess more clo-
seythersksoftortureorseve-

re iHreatment occuning”.

In paragraph 33 of the thid
repart they sgnaled the folo-
wing with respect to the condlu-
sons of the sting Judge on the
possbie exisence of toriure: h

his ruling of 21 July 1994 (cf.
paragraph 27) the judge in
charge of the Central Central
Examining Court N° 5 states that
"there has nat been iHreat-
ment or torture inficted upon
any of the detainees in this pro-
oedngs'h te it of A the
information set out  above, the
CPT does not share the same
degree of cerainty on this
metter. it considers that the sad
information is suficent o give

rise to legiimate concem about
the manner in which at least
certain of the persons amested
between 2 and 7 June 1994 were
treated whie in the custody of
the CM Guard'.
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In the repart camied out on the

17th and 18th of 1997 the CPT
saw that ".. it would be prema-

ture to condude that the pheno-
menon oftorture and severe il
treatment had been eradicated.
Futher, []nte gt o the

niomaion at s dsposd, it

could only reiterate the above-
mentioned comment". t ari-
et "Nevertheless, the CPT has
continued to receive from ime to

time alegations ofthe Hreet -

ment of detained persons by the
Spanish law enforcement agen-
des,andinparicuirofthe

treatment by the Cvil Guard of
persons suspected of terrorism
offences’ "At the beginning of
1997 the CPT received reports
concerning Mr. Jesus Arcauz
Arana".  Thisinduded ananalysis
of the methods used by the
Guardia CM in interrogations
"ttmakes menton ofthe fact that

nat a of the aleged methods of
torture and mistreatment leave
marks or extemal signs. Thus
thealsence ofany sgnafviden-
cecannotbe considered conclusi-
veindetermining that the treat -

In the report of 22nd November

1998, the CPT reports: "Those
alegations involved blows to

various parts of the body and, in
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some cases, more serious forms
by physical ilHreatment,
induding sexual assauit offema-
ke detainees by males polce offi-
cers, and asphyxiation by placing
a pasic bag over the head. In
certain cases, the reports indu-
ded medical certiicates recor-
dng inuies or codiions con-
sistent with the allegations made
by the persons concemed.”

Itshouidbenciedithetthelstino
reports quoted were refused aut-
horisation to publish by the
Spanish Govemment until last
year (2000), breaking the
principle of transparency and
good wil that inspired the
puting into pracise of these
Treaties and Conventions.

The CPT always formulated
recommendations demanding
mechanisms to overcome the
siugionandipavodthetcasesdf

abuse and torture would continue.

The Spanish State systematically

fais to fulfl the recommenda-

tions and even avoids responding
punciualy o the requests for
information by the CPT.

Amongst the recommendations
most repeated are that a lawyer

be presentand reportatalimes

fothe detaines, the posshty of
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communicating with famiy or
dose fiends duiing the detention
period, and the presence of a
medical doctor of confidence.

They ako fd t vid thet the
maximum period of incommuni-
cation be 48 hours for a legal

guarantee against torture.

They suggest creating a system of
inspection of detention centres,
by independent and impartial
bodes, in ader to contrbute
protecting against mistreatment.
Refening to the rde of the
Judicial authoriies when con-
fronted with testimonies of tor-
ture they recommend that
examining judge may [.] take
the necessary steps to presenve
evidence and iniiate prodoee-
dngs © nvesiete the alega-
tons. In al such cases, the
public prosecutor has a key role
0 pay. In parola, t s e

task ofthe prosecution sevice to
insigete legal adion in defence

of the ight of the dizers, boh
“motu propio” and following a
complaint or at the request of an

The concem of the CPT can be
seen in the folowing extract

"the persistence of alegations of
iHreatment by the law enfor-



cement oficials highights the
need for the Spanish authoriies
to remain particularty viglant
ntsaed.

With regard to observations

of the CAT (Committee
against Torture) of the
United Nations on the use of
the Convention in preventing
torture and other cruel, inhuman

or degrading treatment. Their
report of November 27 1997
concdudes that "processes begun
around complaints of torture are
frequent and is completely
incompatible with the premises
requied by Atide 13 of the
Convention", puting iNo  doukot
the real wish of the Spanish aLit-

horiies to pursue the crimes of

torture. In this manner they
indcaie: "sentences imposed
against pubic oficals gully of

acs of toture, are frequenty

merely symbolic sentences and
not involving a period of impri -
sonment, seem to indicate a cer-

tain level of induigence which
doesntgvethe senienceasufi-

ciently dissuasive character, and

does nothave anexemplary effect

thett shouid have. Inaddiion

isan dosiade o the basic doec-

tve of eiminating the practise

of totue”. In order to improve
the siuation they suggest "con-
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sidering the eiimination of cases

in which arrest is made without
communication, and situations
where there are restrictions on
the righis of detainees, that they
indeed be adloned o hae te
asssance o a legd defence o

In te Condusons of the
Committee on Human Rights
n"the supenvisonofthe fufi-

ment of the Intemational
Convention of CMl Rights dated

3rd April 1996, it is noted with
concem that the Judicial autho-

riies don't systemeatically cany
outinvestigations when confron-

ted with complaints of torture

and abuse, and even more, when
members of the security forces
are found guilty of such acs and
sentenced to prison, they are
often deared and quicky relea-

sed, or they smply dont cary

out ther senence. In adcdtion,
thosewho cany outsuchactsare
rarely suspended from their

postsforany length ofime”.

e

They also note their concem
because in many cases, "evidence
obiained through coercion is not
systematically rejected by the
Cours”.

The Committee concludes by
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recommending that "egsaive
previsions that establish that
those accused of belonging to, or
collaborating with, and amed
organisation may not choose
their own lawyer be removed". |
urges the State to withdraw the
use of arest with incommunca-
tion, and invites them to reduce

the length of preventative deten-

n

The Special Reporter on
Torture, with  responsibility
for bringing to light the human

rights vidlaions by mistreat-

ment and abuse mentions the
exceptional  situation in  the
Spanish  State. Mr.  Peter
Koojmans points out in his
reportin 1993: 'tsheckad
impunity that makes torture
Secretary receives information
oo dfien thet ceriain peape ]

have been hooded or have had
their eyes biindfolded whie they

have been interogated so that
they wouidnt be able to identfy

those intemogating them, that
they have been held incommuni-
cado for a consderable period,

that they havent had accessto a
lavwyer or doctor of their choice,

that their parents havent been
informed of ther amest, that

they have made complaints to the
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authoriies who tolerate or allow

for the pradtise of torture, thet

the complaints have not been
investigated by an independent
omganisation and thet, in conse-
quence, those responsible of
these illegal acts remain immune

and the vidims are left without

an effective recourse and proper
indemnity”. It continues
"Govern- ments ought to be
aware that they cannot continue
condemning torture on an inter-
national level whist acoepting it
atanadionallevd’. They asoadd

thet judges have the "the compe-
tency o oder the freeing of
detainees that have been hed in
condiionsinflagrantvioaionof

the noms; that they have com-
petency to not accept testimonies

thet havent been given freely;

they have power to ensure that
the pracise of toture s N No

way recompensed and thus holds
noattraction, andthey shoulduse

More recently, the present
Special Reporter  Mr. Nigel
Rodley presented a report in
reference to the Spanish State to

the Human Rights Commission,
part of Social and Economic
Cound of the United Nations, in

which he collected the testimo-

nies of Basgue detaineeswhowere



IMPUNITY: ANOTHER BASE
OF TORTURE

With the pardoning of fourteen agents of the FCSE in December
2000, the Spanish Govermment has retumed to close the circle of
impunity around the systermatic use of torture. By systematic use

we mean natjust the habitual use of torture butalso the juridical,

poliical and media framework that allows it to happen with alaso-
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We are taking about a Pariament that hides special antHenorist
legislation (thase sadly famous antiHerrorist laws) in a suppasedly
ordinary judicial process. The pariament gives a free hand to police
bodies to aestand apply anti-eoristlegisiation withoutary for -

mer requisites and also gives full aLihority to the judges of the High
Court to rule on the matter. They allow for detention incommunicado
(withno contactwith anybody outside the police station, notevenwith

a lawyer) and extend the period to five days when the police bodies
requestit Forthisthe polcedonthavetogveanexpianationorrea-
soning for their request

During this period ofincommunication and the extension of the period
of detention, nobody other than those in the station (the detainee,
police and derks from the High Court) knows whatis happening tothe
detaineethere. Thuswe are dealing with secret police spaces inwhich
the practice of torture on deteniion is habiuial

Tortureis canied outin suchaway as notto leave marks. The 'bag
bath, and open handed blows, threats, sexual abuse, humiliation,
mock executions..have been used habitually during the year 2000.
"Tmgoingto destroy you and lateryouwil make acomplaintand not-
hingwll happento me', a poloe agent said to a detainee lest year. It

is clear that nathing Wil happen to him, even with a bit of look he

will be promoted for his merits.

The Judges of the High Court dontwarnt to see this reality. They um

a blind eye when a detainee appears in the High Court with marks of
tortre or is in poor psychalogical health. When taking the judical
satementafthe detaineethey baseitontheresuis ofthe polceinte -

mogation. Definitvely, torture is useful for them too.

However, many of the people who have been tortured have the coura-
ge to make complaints during the court process, and sometimes, a
Judge wil openaninvestigation and cany itthrough to the end, unti

the torturers are sentenced. This is a tiumph of perseverance of

thase who have been tortured. After many years of struggle (the pro-
cesses can extend over many years 15, 17 and 20 years in some
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cases) it is admitted that they really were tortured. Thisis a smal
problem for a Sate thet alows for the pradise of torture. ttis a
small breach in an ideal system.

In these cases, the condemned agents are not discharged from therr
posts. They continue in them and are often rewarded with promotions.

Once sentenced the Govemment rescues them and pardons them. This
is what happened with the last pardoning.

Many intemational bodies have established the framework of holding
detainees incommunicado as a framework that fadiltates the use of
torture. They have urged the Spanish Govemment to take measures to
overcome this practise, butto date these measures haventbeen adop-

ted andin adition they continue to"pardon" the cime of tortLire. The

European Committee for the Prevention of Torture, the United Nations
Commitee against Torture, the United Nations Spedial Secretary on g

Torture and Amnesty Intemational are some of the NGO's and institu-
tions that have made such appeals to successive Spanish Govemments

The U.N special Reporter Peter Koojmans, in hisannual reporttothe
United Nations Human Rights Commission in 1992, stated that the
impunity with which police bodies act, and the lack of thorough
investigation of complaints of torture, as wel as the long processes

that those who make complaints face, are pilars of the practise of
torture. Hardly refenring to the Spanish State? In the same way the
United Nations Committee against Torture have shown their concem
with tortuire in the Spanish State on various occasions.

The recent pardoning of agents of the State Security Forces by the
Spanish Govemment, on the occasion of the JUBILEE YEAR, reinfor-
cesthe praciise oftorture, the crde ofimpunity isdosed, Thusfree

ren is given to palice bodes so that they can continue 1o toriure

during the period of incommunication.

We will now detail the pardonings given by the Govemment to various
torturers, showing the cases of torture for which they were condem-
ned and then pardoned.



JULIO HIERRO AND
MARIA JESUS FANEGAS

Both were sentenced by the
second section of the Provindal
Court of Bibo on 28th January
1997, as the authors of the
caime of dishonesty, 1o a senten-

ce of 10 months special suspen-
sion from employment and public
senvice for the acts committed in
1982.

Theadtreferedointhe senten-

ce i the torture thet a Basque
citizen, ANA ERENO, was subjec-
ted to duing the time she wes
held incommunicado under anti-
tenorist legisiaion in 1982.

They were charged with allowing

policemen intheir charge totor-
ture Ana Erefio.

In te case of Juo Hemo i
should be noted that he had alre-
ady been condemned for another
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tortre charge. This police agent
was alsofound guity for the kid -
napping, in the name of GAL, of
the Basque citizen Segundo Marey
and received partial pardoning in
tetcae
Amongstthe means of torture that
she was subjected to were strong
punchestothe chest, karate kicks
to the thighs, punches and daps
otheheadandnedk..

The doctors thet attended her in

the General Police Headquarters,
Madrid noted amongst the inju-
ries that were produced during
sweling, with biateral edema,
obvious conjunctival ecchymosis

of the ket eye, biateral mandi-

bular hematoma, mesogastrium
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the Provincial Court of Madrid for

the cime oftorture to hree months

imprisonment and one year police EFE oo o1
suspension, on the 21st January o
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The sentence refers to adts caried

out in 1982 when a Basque citizen
ENRIQUE ERREGERENA was detained . R
under ant-enorist legislation and Pk Tk el e 052
tortured in police custodly. '

Amongst the means of torture used
were electic shocks o the penis,
tesides and head, death threats " =]
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JOSE LUIS FRAILE AND
LUCIANO GARCIA

Senenced by the first secion ofthe
Provincial Court of Bizkaia, on the

18th April 1995, for the crime of
torture to two months imprison-
ment and a ten-month suspension of
duties within the FCSE.

This was related to adts caried out
in 1981, when the Basque citizen
MIGUEL RUIZ MALDONADO
arrested under  anti-terrorist

jSation and tortured in- polce
custody.

Miguel Ruiz gave tesimony to the
usedftortiure methods ke threate -

ning death with a gun, a mock han-
gng in a tree in a mountain, elec-

tric shodks and punches to the sio-
mach and chest They also played
Russian roulette with him.
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TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

PEDRO LAIZ AND
PAULINO NAVARRO

Senencedforthefistsecionofte
Provincial Court of Bizkaia on 17th
February 1997, for the crime of
torture. They received two months
imprisonment and a year suspen-
sion of dues wihin the FCSE. This et
sentence was confimmed by court 2

of the Supreme Court in a sentence

dated 31st May 1999.

The deeds were carried out in 1984
when the Basque citizens KEPA e
OTERO y JOSE RAMON QUINTANAY -
were arrested under anti-terrorist :
jsiion and toriured i police o d
ausdy. T e e




TORTURAREN AURKAKO TALDEA

r -
JOSE MARIA RODRIGUEZ [ ¢ meseraiam i e

s basbadOn m o St s Boslrdpan Sosdrdpen.

AND e ey g vl s
DAMIAN VINAYO T
Sentenced by the frst secion ofthe

Provindial Court of Bizia, daied ST

18th February 1997, for the crime et e e e s
of torture to one-month imprison- s
ment and three months suspension e

of duties within the FCSE.

The deeds referred 0 n the case

date back to 1983, when the Basque

citizen JAVIER FERNANDEZ was
arrested under  anti-terrorist

legishion and orred i polce
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ff you want to help us, more information, or to con-
tact with us:

1
1
|
1
1
1
1
TAT- Goup Against Torture :
142 POST CODE 1
20120 HERNANI - GI PUZKOA :
TLF: 943-332385 1
94- 4235258 |

FAX: 943-330865 1
E- MAI L: tator tur a@uskal net . net :
1

1

1

o
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