To Mr Roger SIMMONS

PART FIVE of a general report of the events of 14th of December 2001 and after.

This report is the detailed story of what happened to Mr ABDULRAZIQ, Medical Manager of GRF KOSOVO

KOSOVO

“At noon on Friday 14th December 2001, a sudden raid happened on our office in Djakova – Kosovo by full armed Italian KFOR and international police from Italy, Spain and France and with armoured vehicles, and a helicopter controlling the area around.  They blocked all the issues.  A big force entered to our office. I was standing by the main entrance and I asked them if I could help them or give them any information that they might need. I was ready to go inside with them to give them anything about our activities because I thought that Mr Ahmed H. Said was not inside, but they refused any of my offered help and they ordered me to stay next to the door in the cold.  After that I asked them to sit in the car, they agreed but took the keys.  After a few hours they took all our cellular phones and they took us inside the office. They put us in different rooms.  They searched me with violence and they took all papers and money, which were on me (Driving license, 10 DM and a talkie walkie). After that, two Italian policemen took me with other armed KFOR soldiers and they put me in a jeep while several cars surrounded me in front and behind me.  They drove to the Italian KFOR Headquarter of Djakova.  They took me in a big room, they put me with my face to the wall, they took my jacket, my cloths, and shoes (not the underwear).  They put my hand to the wall and I had to open my legs.  I felt something was going to happen but after a while they gave me back my cloths and put me handcuffs. They took me in this way to a special airport for the Italian forces in Djakova.  When I entered inside the airport they covered my head. We entered a helicopter and directly it took off.  I thought I was alone inside because they put me the safety belts and I didn’t know what was going to happen to me but I was waiting for the worst.  When the helicopter landed I still had my head covered till they entered me to the prison where we stayed all this period.  We knew after that it called BDF and it’s for the American forces.  They took away my head cover and they searched me again.  They put me again against the wall in the same position as described before, they took my pictures from different angles, they took all my digital prints and then they gave me a paper written on it  ‘special information about the prison’ and I signed.  They took me in a room inside the prison, they ordered me to take off all my cloths and they put it in a big bag and they gave me special prisoners cloths and then they took me to a wooden individual room, they gave me there two thin blankets and after a while they brought a bed, special for military camping (small and to fold up). It was very cold and the snow was very high, and I was expecting that they would release us in a short time.  I asked them to call my family to tell them that I was imprisoned, but they refused.  I didn’t ask them again till we met the OSCE representatives.  They asked me if I had called my family so I replied them that the Americans didn’t allow me. At this moment the American officer that accompanied them said that it is allowed from now on. This was after 14 days of detention.

After three days of detention my interrogation begun., and it was by military dressed men.  First thing they said to me that KFOR found a big weapon in the office so I thought this was 

Page 2

the reason they brought us to this place.  So I told them that there’s a little warehouse for the owners of the house and we don’t know what’s inside. And when I asked the interrogator if 

this was the reason for which they brought us here, he answered : ‘not only this but also we don’t know enough about your organisation and we want to be sure about the organisations here’.

There was a third interrogator in civil cloths, he summoned me once at 04:00 am and the snow was very heavily falling, and when I entered he was using very hard words.  He was shouting and saying to me that all these documents (which were on his table) were full of evidence, which proofs the cooperation between us (GRF) and other organisations to revolt against American forces.  And when I denied all these accusations he told me that I (Dr Abdulraziq) was putting my children and wife in danger on covering the acts of others.  And he continued on shouting all the time that I was in his office.

My interview with the other two military interrogators continued.  And all the questions were about : the activities of GRF from its beginning in Kosovo. I told them all the activities of GRF on medical level with all its details: from free distribution of medicines in all hospitals in Kosovo, about our mobile and fix clinics, about treatment-sponsoring, about treatment needed persons being sponsored by GRF to search treatment abroad Kosovo (one girl came to Belgium), about treatment-sponsoring by Eid Association of Qatar through our organisation, about food distribution to all the workers in hospitals during 4 months, about the ambulance which we gave to the hospital of Djakova, and also about the coordination between us and other organisations through the meetings of UNHCR.  Names and amounts of money, and medicine quantities and locations of distribution and also names and phone numbers of representatives of UNCHR, UNMIK, and OSCE documented all my sayings.  They gave me three days to write all these details on paper and also all the activities of GRF.

And they asked me also to write a detailed report on my movements inside and outside Kosovo, with the purposes of these movements.

In the last days they told me that they would use a special machine with sensors which will be placed in hands and on the chest and they would ask me 20 questions to know, as they said, if I lie or not.  They asked me if I accept such a test so I answered: ‘yes and now’.  After that they told me that they would bring my wife to compare her answers with mine. So they asked me if I accept that too. I answered again yes but on one condition : ‘that it would be done by a female interrogator’ and they promised me that it would be like this’.  And I called my wife and I told her about this but the interrogator said that they would fix a date.  Until now nor the first neither the second took place.

After 25 days, they recorded my voice on tape, with my name, my function, the name of the organisation for which I work, and also they took samples from my hair which they put in a special bag.  All the interrogators told me that they would try to release me as soon as they can, and when the normal detaining period finished, this was on 15th of January 2002, a new decision was taken to extend the date to the 8th of February 2002.  During the first days of this extension, an FBI officer (as he said himself and he was present the day of the raid) met me and gave me a document with our ‘rights’, in it was written that I have the right to have a lawyer, the right to answer the questions with or without a lawyer and also I have the right to not answer the questions which I don’t want to answer.  I told him that I don’t need a lawyer and that I will answer on all his questions so he let me sign this statement.  There were witnesses from the prison.  After that he showed me a list of names and groups. Some of these names are well known because we hear it a lot in international news so I told him about the names that I heard about, and I never heard about most of the names.
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After that he promised me that I would be released very soon and he said that we are very sorry because you are here.

After three days of this meeting and with another decision they released us from the prison.

They let us sign a paper that we will not have contact with people who make terrorist activities.

Between the things that they took from my office, are all my medical CD-ROMs (+/- 20) and I told them also that I participate to special orthopaedic operations in the hospital of Djakova and I paid for each six months, 1,200 DM to the Ministry of health and this in a contract between us. So after this they asked me to give them all the names of the Doctors with whom I practice in the hospital.

After 10 days of my detention I had a very bad eye inflammation so I asked them to give me an antibiotic cream but I got worse so they took me to the hospital where I was hand cuffed on a belt around my waste and also my feet were cuffed.

When they released us, an Italian force took us from the prison with 5 vehicles to Djakova. And all the way we were seated 3 persons (me, Mr Ahmed H. Said and Mr Imtiaz (from KOFF)) on 2 seats.  When we arrived in Djakova in front of our office, they let us about ½ hour in the armoured vehicle and one of the Italian soldiers tried to provoke us so he opened the door and he fixed us with a strange look in his eyes and he stayed like this a while until they took us out of the vehicle, and there were a big number of KFOR.

Dear brother, this is a summary of how my detention was.  I hope nobody has to live these same experiences.”

Dr Abdulraziq.

Best regards

Vinck Patricia

GRF Belgium

