To Mr Roger SIMMONS

PART THREE of a general report of the events of 14th of December 2001 and after. (.. pages)

*

The text of Bosnia is a report written to us by GHATTAS HASSAN ALY (I called him mistakenly in report n° 2  Mr IMAD because everybody calls him like that), volunteer for GRF Bosnia who helps occasionally Mr Mohamed El-Najmi. Send to us on the 30th of January 2002

Mr Ahmed H. Said phoned us today that he will fax us their story but we didn’t receive anything until now.

Tomorrow we will send you a first package of the original reports n° 1 + 2 + 3 and some pictures + documents by DHL on request of Mr Mohamed Chehade. 

BOSNIA

Introduction of translator : Mr Hassan Aly Ghattas and his family are modest people who live in small villages about 50 km from Sarajevo called KAKANJ.  He lives together with his wife and two children of 5 and 6 ½ years and the parents of his wife. They live downstairs and his parents in law together with a 13-year-old daughter live upstairs. These two apartments are separated and only accessible from outside. Mr Hassan Aly Ghattas doesn’t receive any salary of GRF. He only helps in the name of Islam. He’s from Egypt and his wife is from Bosnia.

At the time of raid it was snowing and freezing a lot.

“It was 14th of December 2001, 02:30 pm, when suddenly some men in black, with hoods (only their eyes showed), with helmets, anti-bullet jackets, and black weapons rushed into my house by the open door, as it is a common use in these small villages.  My wife and children were devastated by this behaviour.  My wife was without her Hijab (Islamic head cover) and especially my children were very afraid in a way that it may influence them psychological.  These men went inside with their boots full of mud as if they wanted to provoke us and they were looking for me inside.  They surrounded the whole house as if there were inside a group of terrorist or big drug dealers or Maffia leaders, and not a woman and children or a man that work in helping poor people, orphans or widows. They attacked my house and the house of my parents in law. My mother in law is ill (high-tension). 

All this happened without a warrant to search the house from a court or judge.  

Can you imagine how my family was terrified by these people and this without my presence.  How would they have treated me in front of my wife and children if I had been at home ?  I feel very shy in front of my family in law that they had to live this horrifying experience.

My wife gave them my mobile number but they didn’t telephone me.  After I knew this man were at my house I went home around 06:00 pm.  Arriving in my street they didn’t even let me park my car in front of my house.  They took me out of my car and took me inside. It was difficult to know who were these men but I could see that some were from the federal police and also there were cars with  UN logo on it. 

I asked about a search warrant and they answered that it would come later.  They detained me in my house with my family till 03:00 am December 15th 2001.  

At that moment someone came with a search warrant. In this warrant was written that I was very suspected and that for sure they would find some evidence against me to penalise  (hopefully he will send us the copy). 
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During the whole time they didn’t allow us to sleep (exception made for the children), to go to the toilet or move from ones place without permission, even my ill mother in law. 

At 03:00 pm December 15th 2001, they said they would start the searching of the house so they made me wake up my children and wife.   I was against this idea because I felt that if my children had to see these men still in our house it would harm them more, but they made me do it. So in the freezing night surrounded with Bosnian mountains I took my children and their mother out to stay in the house of my parents in law.  The searching took from 03:00 am till 08:30 am December 15th 2001.  They took all my books, papers, audio- and videocassettes and a lot of personal affairs. The only things I had from GRF Bonsia were some files left here by Mr Mohamed El-Najmi during is vacation in Egypt.  

They took me to Sarajevo to the Head Office Of Police (same place were they took Mr Mohamed El-Najmi) at 08:30 am.  I was interrogated by the same men as Mr Mohamed El-Najmi (1 FBI, 1 from the US embassy and one translator/interrogator who spoke Arabic with Syrian accent).  The interrogation took time : from 08:30 am till 05:30 pm December 15th 2001. 

The questions were : where do you work, why don’t you take salary from GRF, and other questions about GRF and his activities.  I answered that I don’t know anything about GRF. I told them to ask this questions to Mr Mohamed El-Najmi, the local Director or to 

Mr Nabil Sayadi, the regional Director.  

In general I was well treated but the fatigue was hard and my psychological state was very bad.

At 05:30 pm December 15th 2001 they released me in the streets of Sarajevo without my ID card, money or car. It was freezing.  

They didn’t have anything against me nor will they ever have.  

Until now I didn’t get back anything of the taken goods.”

Hassan Aly Ghattas

Best regards

Vinck Patricia

GRF Belgium

