To Mr Roger SIMMONS

PART TWO of a general report of the events of 14th of December 2001 and after. (4 pages)

*
Mr Redjimi Karim, director of GRF Albania, wrote the text of Albania on the 12th of Janurary 2002.

*
The text of Bosnia is a report written to us by MOHAMAD EL NAJMI, co-worker for GRF Bosnia on the 13th of January 2002

We will try to send you the same thing for Osama Naem in Jordan.  We asked also the details with the questions AI asked for from Ahmed H. Said and Dr Abdulrazaq.

When all is collected we will send the original text and copy of pictures + documents by DHL

ALBANIA

“First, I wish to be good, incha Allah, and to pass as good as possible these problems and after that I want to inform you for what happened exactly at our office in Tirana – Albania. I want to stress that we are continuing our job and we, as office, are waiting to finish the problems, at our Head Office in the USA, and at the other branches of our foundation without consequences.  We hope that the things will become better incha Allah. We are very upset about our brothers in Kosovo and hope they will get out and will continue their humanitarian job in help of poor people not only in Kosovo, but everywhere that our foundation has activity.

Now I will explain what happened :


It was Friday, 14th of December 2001, before Juma’ah, it was about 11:30 am when the Criminal Police arrested my driver (Mr SHKELQIM SINANI – Albanian) and myself at Durres Street. They surrounded us, as they we were criminals.  We were travelling by our car. After that, they accompanied us to the Central Directory of the Police Department.  They took our mobiles and my ID card and the keys of my office. After twenty minutes they came at our office and arrested ADRICEL IBRAHIMI BEBI (Secretary) and LEONARD AGAJ YMER (assistant worker). They took their mobiles and said to them not to pick up the phone if it rings.  They started the control.  They controlled everything and everywhere, and took the computer, fax, all documents, stamps, cheques, small bags with audiocassettes (Qur’an and lessons in Albania), many cassettes with Arabic lessons, and many pictures. They made control at the medicines looking for ANTRAX. They opened my office and took some personal money. Also, they took many things, which were not useful for them. They questioned Adricel and Leonard : from where they were, names, where they lived, how much their salary was, about their families etc… there was an American policeman (may be FBI or CIA) with them. This control lasted about two hours. After Friday prayer Dr ILIRJAN IBRUSHI came also to the office to make a circumcision. Of course this was postponed. They asked him about the foundation, about us , the salary of every one, where he lived, where he worked, where he comes from, and the activity of our foundation. Also they said to Dr Ibrushi to give explanations about the medicines. While they were questioning the doctor one of the agents called his chief to know what to do with Adricel and Leonard.  He replied to bring them too to the Central Department of Police. Two agents accompanied them.  We all were in separate cells. 
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 Five agents questioned us and asked about : our activity, the foundation, from where did we receive our money, questions about the Kosovo branch (the personal); the Belgium branch and the USA head quarter.  They asked about our relationship with other organisations in Albania, especially those who were controlled a month earlier. 

Also they asked about our families, our addresses, where we lived, our salary, our graduations, what we had done before coming at this organisation.  Their behaviour was good. They often asked if we had problems about our treatment.  Also, they made control at my house and asked my pregnant wife the same kind of questions. They took my computer, a small camera and some money (20.000 $) that was the budget for the Kosovo branch.  I received a proof that they took this amount of money. 

We stayed 8 hours at the Central Department of Police.  While we were inside, the son of Mr TOTA SELIM (Mr Tota works at our organisation as translator of books from Arabic in Albanian language) came to the GRF office and he also was questioned about the organisations, our activities, where he studied (he studies in Medina), about his father who wasn’t yet in the office.  When Mr Tota arrived a while later, they controlled his desk (it was closed with a key).  He also had to answer to the same kind of questions : is function at the mosque, his salary, and his impression about the staff and about me….


The next day we had to return to the Police Department at 14:00 pm.  They made some explanations and said that everything would be OK.  A few days after they returned our mobiles and my ID Card, my passport and that of my wife. Nothing else was returned to us until now.  I asked the police to return me at least the stamp to seal the cheque to collect the budget for December at the bank but they answered me that they didn’t had anything and that all was in the American Embassy.  They could only give me something if they received themselves the goods taken.”

Mr Redjimi Karim

Note of translator : 
1) Last Saturday 01/26/02 Mr Redjimi Karim was summoned by the    Albanian police.  They questioned him during +/- 1 hour about our office in Kosovo and they asked him if some one had send to him money. 

2) Until now nothing changed about the goods/money taken. It seems everything  is still in the hands of the Americans.

3)  They will summon him again today or tomorrow.

BOSNIA

Introduction written by the translator : in 1995 we made our first visit to Sarajevo and we decided to work there through another organisation named TAIBAH INTERNATIONAL WELLFARE organisation. Mohamad Ibrahim El-Najmi (Egyptian), who’s an employee in this organisation, became the coordinator between them and us.  When we registered GRF in front of local government and international authorities, he’s name was mentioned as office director for GRF Bosnia. And since then he takes care of our projects, which are now, only during certain times of the year : Ramadan,  feast of the end of Ramadan, feast of the sacrifice, …
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“In this letter there’s a approximate description of what happened before and after the investigation campaign which was from FBI, SFOR (international forced in Bosnia), the federal police, and others which I don’t know. This happened on the 14th of December 2001.

Before this date I heard from some people that there were questions about GRF and especially on the Head Quarter in USA. I noticed a concentrated pursuit for me in the street and when I made journeys to others cities, also my wife was ‘shadowed’. Then some of my friends questioned me directly about the organisation and if it helps terrorists, so I was very astonished and upset about this way of talking and questioning. 

On Friday 01/14/02 I came back from TRAVNIK (city near Sarajevo) and I arrived at home after Friday prayer and I recognised the presence of the police in the beginning of the street where I live and near my house.  Just when I entered my house there was one man who came and showed me a search warrant signed by a Bosnian judge and it mentioned : “permission to search the house of Mr Mohamad El-Najmi, to find evidence to condemn the person which house has to be searched.” Also they had orders to search each place that I use professionally. At that moment a big number of people entered the house. There were 6 strangers (i.e. not Bosnian and their faces were hidden), and 4 others also faces hidden, and all of them were gloves. Some of them wore FBI jackets. There were two groups of the federal police : one outside – around the house and in the street, and one inside.  During the whole operation there was one man filming by video camera and one taking pictures. The total amount of persons in the house was about 17 persons.

They begun a very thoroughly search starting in the bedroom of my stepdaughter Alma (who was at school.) They even searched her underwear, piece by piece. They searched all the books in the house.  I noticed that they took each document or envelop with the logo of GRF (Arabic or English) and also that some of them know Arabic, because when they found some Arabic papers they read it.  They also took the documents with the logo of TAIBAH INTERNATIONAL WELLFARE because at a moment there was a corporation between both organisations. Then they searched my room and they took the computer, and all CD’s (about 450), and all the documents with GRF logo, and they had with them a Bosnian policewoman, which was the most severe in the search. Her name is : YASMINA AHATOVIC and she is inspector in the federal police.  She was more American the Americans.  Each paper that the others left or place they didn’t search, she came behind them to do it herself. She was very impolite with my wife and my wife made a quarrel with her.  My wife asked them : ‘why they do not catch the real war criminals like RADOVAN KARADIC and RATKO MILADIC and others ? Now you came to catch my husband because he’s a Muslim and Arab.’  They listened but didn’t answer. 

It was obvious that the one guiding the search and giving the orders were the FBI in civil dress. And they had machines to search for arms and ANTRAX. When they didn’t find a thing, they were very upset and I laughed about them. I told them that might be they made a mistake in the address because there are no weapons here.  After that they searched in the kitchen, the refrigerator, the living room, the toilet, the washing machine.  They putted their machines on the tubes.  They asked me before searching if there were weapons or other prohibited things in the house.  I told them that I don’t have anything prohibited at home.  The number of persons at my home became about 20 and outside about 15. The searching at home continued all over until 10:30 pm and we broke our fasting of Ramadan while they were searching. And when they finished they took about 38 packages, the fax machine, computer, all videotapes, audiocassettes, books and flyers.
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After that we went to Travnik, where I work with Taibah, and they searched the computer centre there and they took everything with the logo of GRF.  I had prepared them for the projects of GRF during Ramadan.  In my suitcase, I had also some documents and stickers for GRF and lists of Ramadan projects for this year with pictures and some pictures about the sacrifice feast of last year.  They took all the documents with the GRF logo.  

They took also samples from the ground and the air, and they took my personal medicines.

After that we went back to Sarajevo to the Head Office of the Federal Police and I had to stay their till next day (I stayed with them about 24 hours without sleeping.  When I went into the building they covered my eyes and my hands were cuffed) and the interrogation began with three persons and they introduced themselves as follows : one from the FBI, the second from the American embassy in Sarajevo, and the third spoke Arabic with a Syrian accent.  The last one translated and also asked some questions. (I personally think he’s also a FBI agent.) When I asked them the reason of my stay amongst them, the FBI agent answered :”you are here because Global Relief Foundation and Taibah International are suspected of helping terrorism and you are here for that reason.”  I said that I don’t know anything about all this. He asked me about GRF USA and Taibah USA and what they are doing there. I answered that I do not know what they are doing there but I know what I’m doing here and I explained to him our activities in Bosnia. They gave me a copy of the search warrant and a copy of the goods/documents they took from me and a copy of the release order on December 15th 2001. From the date that I wrote these lines until now nothing was returned to me.

Their questions were focused on the financing of GRF : from where it came and on which it was spend, and also they asked about sending money to the middle-east or sending people through to other countries and also about helping Palestine and Palestinian people, and did I go to the States, and did I buy arms for Bosnia during the former war. At the question of a FBI officer if I knew people (terrorists) against America, I answered that there are no terrorists against America. The FBI officer didn’t believe me. He said he knows that there are Americans against America. So I answered him : may be there is but I don’t have contact with such people.

They searched also the house IMAD (another Egyptian who helps me in the projects for GRF) and they scared his children and wife because he wasn’t at home when they came. The cause of this searching is that he helps me in projects for GRF.  They took from his house some things (?) and files from GRF which I left in his house during my vacation in Egypt last summer. At his arrival at home he also was brought to the Head Office of Police.

Note : attached with this fax : two copies of documents in Bosnian language
1) Copy of search warrant 12/14/01

2) Copy of release order 12/12/01

Best regards

Vinck Patricia

GRF Belgium
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