To Mr Roger SIMMONS

PART ONE of a general report of the events of 14th of December 2001 and after.

We will try to send you the same thing for Albania, Bosnia and for Osama Naem in Jordan.

When all is collected we will send the original text and pictures + documents by DHL

KOSOVO

A few days before the 14th of December 2001 some people distributed a track, written by a group naming themselves ‘the student movement for open democratic society’ and they warn the citizens of Kosovo against the Islamic organisations accusing them that we are the enemies of the Kosovar people and under this cover of Islam they spread drugs and prostitution. And that these organisations are only a cover to learn the youth how to become a terrorist and to make suicide attacks, also they warn the parents to not send their children to courses organised by these Islamic organisations.  (they speak about ‘organisations’ but in my personal opinion, it’s clear they speak about GRF). A second track was distributed with the same message but after the 14th of December 2001. 

The director of the Prishtina University and some other responsible never heard about this student movement.

On the 14th December 2001, 01:30 pm, a big troop of Italian KFOR soldiers entered into Djakova, the city were our office is located, accompanied with MP Jeeps and they were escorted by one or more military helicopters. At first, the people of Djakova didn’t understand the meaning of this military movement, but after a while these troops barricaded all the streets leading to our office and one group of commando’s made a raid into our office, armed from tone to teeth, and ready to attack.  And also the office of two other organisations were victims but with less bravery (Al-haramaien org. of Saoudi-Arabia : nobody was in the office and KOFF = Yousouf Islam’s organisation – UK : they arrested the office director).

When they entered our office, they held everybody present and they divided them into different groups, even the patients in our medical waiting room and the poor people waiting for health distribution were held from 01:30 pm until 06:30 pm.  They didn’t care about the fasting in these last days of Ramadan. 

They confiscated all our administrative computers (at least 3), all files, letters, documents, even personal letters that some employees had been written to their families for the feast of the end of Ramadan (eid-ul-fitr). During this time, another group opened the safe, which was on the second floor, in the director’s office (Ahmed H. Said’s office) and they took all that was inside : money (partially for the office and partially belonging to the employees who did a kind of saving in the trust of Mr Ahmed), passports and ID cards for the foreigner employees. They threw a lot of stuff on the ground, they messed it up for provocation, and even the Holy Quran was thrown several times on the ground.  We will not forget to say that they broke all the closed doors although the employees offered them the keys. During the raid nobody expressed what the meaning of this all was nor did they explain what their were looking for. At the end of the raid they decided to take Mr. Ahmed Said, director and a second person, which was Mr. Mazen Arnaout. But they changed opinion and took finally Dr Abdulrazaq instead.  They brought a big closed van and they put it next to the door of the office in a way to hide what they were putting inside. And like this they can make up any story useful for their purposes because nobody could see the opposite.  They also confiscated 
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12 educational computers from our women’s rehabilitation school situated in another building in Djakova.  At 06:30 pm they took Mr Ahmed Said and Dr Abdulrazaq to a, at that time, unknown destination. During the detention by the Italian KFOR soldiers, they forced them to undress, except their underwear, in the cold.  Mr Ahmed Said was beaten on his back and he stayed at least one week incontinent.  When the American KFOR took over the detainees the situation of Mr Ahmed was very bad. Doctors and psychiatrist in the American base of Bondsteel in Ferizay, made medical reports and they were astonished about what happened with Mr Ahmed (that was their saying). But the new prison wasn’t any better. Each one was imprisoned in single cells, which was very hard to bear. 
Mr Ahmed Said and Dr Abdulrazaq participated every week at the meetings with KFOR, UNMIK, UNHCR, and other NGO’s working in the same field.

In the past the Italian KFOR came by several times to question our director about the working of the organisation and in general they always left satisfied and in a proper manner.

Why, on the 14th of December 2001 this proper manner and civilised behaviour was gone ?

During nearly one month nobody of their family was allowed to visit them and after 38 days of detention (On Monday 21st of January 2002) Mr Ahmed Said, Dr Abdulrazaq and the director of KOFF were released and driven by Jeep to Djakova.  They had to sign a document declaring that they will never be part of ‘al-Qaeda’ or any ‘terrorist’ group.

We asked Mr Ahmed to make a report about these events but it seems to me that his condition is to weak for the moment.  Today (24th of January 2002) they had to bring him to a hospital because he had lost conscience.  We asked him to let the doctors make a total control and to write their remarks in a letter ‘to whom it may concern’. Hopefully it will happen.

We will ask Dr Abdulrazaq to write down what happened to them.

Best regards

Vinck Patricia

GRF Belgium

